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ORANGE. 


T cannot be unknownto Your Highneſs, that the Proteſtants of Englald, that are Faith- 
ful to the Principles and DoCtrines of their Religion, and to the juſt, Eſtablithed, Ie- 
gal Goyernment, are in divers kinds moſt imtollerably vexed and cpprefled by the 


Popuh Contrivances and Practices, covered with the pretences and name of Auths- 


: - Y. - ; Py 
AY WE1 That (*) Illegal things are daily im- | TAY, 5 Bk. 

(Ch - "Fo . . bo T [6] *] ma 
— led upon them, 1in thar ſeveral Stations be __ ted; Bey rony Fee hs NG 4 


and Places, which they are convinc*d in their Conſciences, can I, Moſt of the Proteffants are preffed 16 dt-- 


never be juſtified unto God or the Kingdom y and yet they are &lare for a Repeal of all-the Laws wade for the 


: | Reformation of our-Religion and its fertlement. 
refled upon them (without regard to their Conlaences) by 2, All the Subjedts -. forced ro ſabmir-16 
oſs of rheir Offices and Imployments, and many other threat $erye and Obey thoſe'thar are no lawful Judges , 

ned Eftcs of the Kings diſpleaſure, Sherifft , Juſtices of the Peace , Mayors, Lofts 
Lieutenants, and other Commanders, and all are 
Threatned , Vexed and Profecuted , ( as the Lord Lovelace now is) that dare but fay that fuch have no /Jawful Authority. 
3. All che Subjefts are commanded to ſuffer all the Aftions and Offences of their Lives, and the ſecrets of their H 
be ſearched into, and their chict Intereſts and many of their Free-holds to be judged by the diſcretion of a, few of te he 
Creatures , called , his Commiſſioners for Eccleſiaſtical «Afﬀfaires , whoſe Commiſſion is , to proceed without and againſt the Ru f 
our Laws, with a non obſtante to all other Laws, and cvery Man is required to afliſt their «Arbitrary Powers on peril of 'their 
Cenſures, which extend to impriſoament for Life. 4. All our Miniſters are required under grievous menaced Penalties to be the 
Kings Cryers , to Proclaim in the Churches the Kings Power to ſuſpend at once the force and uſe of all our Penal Laws wade 
in 400 Years paſt to ſecure the Rights of the Crown, the freedoms and properties of the Realm, and the profeſſion of the Prote- 
ſtant Religion, 5. All the Proteſtants are forced by fear of the Kings Wrath , to ſuffer the Rights of the Crown and the free- 
dom 6f the eglm againſt Foraign Powers and Laws , to be publickly denied, and the force of Foraign Laws over them to be 
maintained , they are injoined by the King to negle their ſworn duties to God , to the Crown and Kingdom, of proſecuting ar 
Law thoſe Treaſons which they know and ſee to be _y committed, for which no excule can be made by pretence of Liberty 
of Conſcience in Chriſts Religion. 6. The Conſtables and other Officers throughout the Kealm are forced ro quarter Irish and 
Scots and other mercenary Souldiers in their Neighbours Houſes againſt their Wills, in contempt of the Ancient Laws and the 
expreſs Words of the late Statutes, 7. All the Gentlemen and Free- holders. are preſſed'ro renounce their native and legal free- 
dom in their choyce of Members for Parliament. 8. The Freemen of the Cities and Towns are urged to yield up to the Kings 
Will the Tenure of their Mayiſtracies, and all their free Cuſtomes and Priviledges. 9. All the People are forced by fear of 


Puwſhments, to ſuffer a Child ro be declared Heir g-—_ of the Crown, which ought not by the known Laws of the Kmg-' 
c 


dom to have been acknowledged until lawful Witnefles of his Birth of the Queen had been duely publiſhed ro the Kimgdem , as 
was neceſſary in this caſe, wherein pnblick fame makes him a( Counterfeit, Yer to their ſhame and grief, the People are for- 
ced to ſeem in theit publick Prayers to preſent him_rto God as their Prince, and dare not ask who are the Witneſſes of hig 
Birth. 10. Many of their Juries are preſſed to Find their Neighbours Criminals , tho' in their Conſciences they think them in- 
nocent, as is notorious ( amongſt many other inſtances) in the caſe of thoſe that made innocent expreſſions of their joy tor 
the Juſtice that was done to the 7 Bisbops: and many are forced ro ſubmir to. be tryed in matters about the lols of theit 
Eſtates, by Fines and their Lives alſo, by Juries returned , by ſecret Contrivances and+Nominations contrary ' to the direftion 
of our Laws, being neither of the moſt ſufficient nor moſt indifferent of the neareſt Neighbours to the Facts in queſtion , 
nor-by Sheriffs ſworn as the Laws require, whereby the courſe of the Kingdoms Juſtice is peryerted, and the legal Governmenc 
ſubverted. 

«All theſe Inſtances are too well krown to be denyed by our L__ a 


, F . . F4 - _— (2) 
A. *. Thar many of theirlegal Liberties, Benefits, and Means of ſubſiſtence in their Churches and Col. 


ledges, are taken from them-by meer Will and Plealare , 


(4) and Proceſſes and Proſecutions by arbitrary Commiſſioners Viz. (cA) The cafe of the Loyd: Birhop of 


+ London ſuſpended. Of Door Peachel Vice- 


(B) are.threatned tap agannft ay _— of them Chancellor of Cambridge, and Maſter of Pem- 
without their Guilt of the ca(t ence or Tranſgreſſton againſt broke- Hall deprived. Of Doctor Hough , and 
any of the Laws of this Realm. , = 26 Fellows of Magdalen Colledee Cxſord , be- 


| ſides the Demyes onred from their free-bold and 
lively-hood, and. Decreed incapable of any other Preferment, only for keeping to the Law, the Statuce of their Co!ledoe and 
Oaths. The Suſpenſion of gear 200 Miniſters in the County of Durhem , for refuſing to read to their People the Kings Decla- 
ration for'diſpeyuting with gur Laws, &c. (B) Vix. The Simmons of the Commiſlioners for Eecleſiaſtical «Affaires to the 
Chanceilors, Commiſſaries and Arch- deacons of the Duoceſs , of moſt of the Bishops to return the Names of all the Miniſters that 


d:4 nor read rhe Kings Declaration , wherein they cran{grefied no Law Eccleſcaſtical or Civil. 


That they are debarred and {poyled of the due free (C) 
ElcEtion of their Magtrates and Officers in their Gries and Towns, 
and pretended Officers and Magiſtrates are impoſed upon them and 
turned our and put in at the Krmygs abſolme Wil, as they are 
found ready to camply with, and ſerve the Popih Deſign either 
1gnorantly or corruptly. 


(C) The City of London and all the Cities 
and Towns Corporate of the Kingdom are {ad 
inſtances of this , the King alone ſetting up 
whom he pleaſes to have the Names, and ule 
the Powers of their formerly choſen Magi- 
ſtrates. , : 0 


Thar ſeveral of the Bodies Politick of their Cities and Towns are declared to be diſlolved at the Kings 
Pleaſure (to terrify and ſubjugate the minds of all the relt ) and the Citizens and Burgeſſes are thereby D:/« 


franchiſed, (D:.) and Dmeſted-of all their == Cuſtoms , Free- 
doms and Previledges, it they cannot in Conlcience comply with 
Hlegal Commands, and will- not treacherouſly haentier their 
legal Rights and Priviledges unto the Kings Hl, 


{D) $o the King hath done to the anticat 
Cities of Oxford , Wincheſter, and the Borough 
of Totneſs, now threatens to do the fame to che 
great City of Norwich , or ſomething tauta- 
mount , whereby he aſſumes to diſpoſe of che 


Subjects legal Intereſts at his Will, as if the Subjects had no Property.” 
That the legal ſecurities provided by the Kings and Kingdom in Parliament againſt the dangers of 


their Religion and Liberties, are by the Kings abſolute Com- 
wand thrown aſide ,. and made (E) uſeleis, by pretence 
of his Power ro &jſpence with thole penal L.aws notwithſtanding 
the Subje&s Righr,in them, for the proretion and lafery ot 
their Religion , Liberties, and Lives , whereby the very 
Foundation of all the Subje&ts Rights and Properties is undermi- 
ned and thaken, anda New Clam 1s let up and maintained, that 
the Subje&ts have no Right, Property, or ſecurity againſt the 
MU and Pleaſure of their Kings. 


(E) The late Statutes of 25 aud 30 of Car, 
2, were made expreſly for the Proteſtants Secu- 
rity , ſo were thoſe of 5, El: i. 14. El:2z, 23, 
El: 1.27. El: 2. 1. Jac: 5. Jac: 1. and theStar, 
25 H: 8. 19, 20, 21. and many anticnt Starz 
of Ed. 1. Ed. 2. Ed. 3. Ri. 2. and many other 
Kings, were made to ſecure the People from 
the apprehenſions of the Church of Rome ; and 
the King bath declared that none of them ſhall 
at auy rime hereafter be pur in-exccution. 


Thar: by colour- of ſuch a diſpenſing Power the truſt of the Kingdoms Defence and Safety by 


millitary Powers, are put into ſuch hands as are made (FF) 
incapable of them by many expreſs Laws of the Kings and 
Kingdoms in Parliament, which juſtly give the Proteſtants fad 
apprehenſions of ingminent dangers, ſecing themſelves pur into 
the Power of thoſe that publickly profeſies to be in Union and 


(F) 'Tis known all the profeſſed Papiſts are 
by the Stat. of El: Jac: 1. al y.X- 2. a in- 
capable of holding any Truſt or Powers in the 
Kingdom , and that the King hath placed th 
molt of them 1a their hands. 


ion with the Church of Rome, that openly declares therhſelves to be the mortal Enemies to all /Pro- 
teftants, and that they are bound upon peril of their Salvation, to ſeek their Deſtruction, it they thalf con- 


tinue conſtant to the Proteſtant Profeſſion. 

Thar contrary to the expreſs Laws of the (G) Realm 
htely declared in' Parliament, an eArmy of Papiſts and Mercena- 
ries 15 Maintained , and diſperſed through the Kingdom in full 
© Peace, to the great d/qmiert and terror of the Proteſtants, and they 
are in divers waies conſtrained to receive rheſe Souldicrs into 
their Houſes, ro ſojurne there”againtt their Wills, whereby 


(G) See the Pet. of Right 3. Cart: and the 
late Statutes Car: 2 that declare the diſperſing of 
Souldiers into the Country , and the quarrering 
them in the Subjets Houles , to be againſt the 
Laws and Cuſtomes of the Realm, and 'tis De- 
manded and Enatted as the Peoples Right thar 
they ſhall never be ſo burdened by Souldicrs. 


they are deprived of their Peace and Security in their Families, and of their Converſe with their Neigh- 

bours and Friends, and of the advantages they might make in their waies of living : | 
That the King hath barred and forbidden the execution of the eAnuent Laws of the Realm, againſt di- 

vers forts of Treajons and other moſt hainous Crimes ; and all the Statutes now known to have been 


made from age to age for 5oo Years paſt, in relation to the 
Popes and Romuh Prieſts ( H) Powers and Pradtiſes are ſuſpen- 
ded; tho' the Experience of the Paps/ts in all thofe Ages thew- 
ed thoſe Precepts and Practices to be ſo miſchievous and dange- 
rous , that they often complained in Parliament , they teared 
the (1) Deſtruction of the Kingdom by them. 


(1) See the Statutes 35 Ed: 1. 25. Ed: 3. 27. Ed: 3. 16 Ri: 2, 
His Majeſty 


(H) See the King's Declaration for Liberty 
of Conſcience , that (ſuſpend the Exccution of all 
the Penal Laws whatſocver'in matters Eceleſia- 
ſtical , thoſe that make it Treaſon to maintain 
the Popes Powers and Cannons to be above our 
Laws , or to take his Diſpenſation of Obedience 


ro them. 


$- | 
alſo ſo Controuls the Cowrrs of Law in the Courſe wherein Juſtice ought to be adminiſtred, 


that the Zudges (tho? they have highly ſerved the Popih Delignes,) are turned out of their Places , Ho- 
nours and Penſions , if they dare bur tuffer the Laws juſtly ro acquit thoſe whom the King would have 
condemned, as appears ( amongſt divers other Inſtances ) by his late dilplacing Judge Holloway — 
Powell, upon the legal acquittal of the ſeven Birhops, We 


— —— >. en eee a co 
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Weneed not ſhewto your Highneſs more particular Inſtances of our Oppreſlion, ſince 'tis notorious, that 
there 1s a publick attempt authorized by the King to-ſubvert the very Foundation of the whole Civil le- 


gal Government of the Kingdom, that is, the Peoples free Elettion ( in the Cuſtomary Eſtablithed Courſe 


by Counties , Cities and Boroxghs,) of their Deputies ro A& and Conſent for them in Parliament umo all 
Laws to be made and repealed. ; tw 63 
The truly Noble Monarchy was founded on equal Freedom ; and the Gui! Government of England, was 
alwaies of right truly free, ( XK) _ becauſe no Laws or Au- x 
thorities ever bound the Perſons and Properties of the, King. (8-3 $24 FE8. 12: of ep 220: 
dom fave only theſe, wherein the Kings and all the Subjects Laws bur by their own-conſene, and thar the 
freely agreed, every Subjects free (L”) conſent being deem- King and Parhameut , repreſenting the whole 
£4 by our Laws to be given perſonally , as by his Deputies S*te of the Realm, haye the Power to Diſpenſe 


| - with the Laws as they ſhall ſce occaſion. 
to the Enacting and Repealing of every Law. (L) See the Statutes 1 Jac: 1. 1: * 


Theretore the Statutes of old in affirmance of the common Cuſtome of England, declared that Ele&i. 
ons thould be free (4) from all interruptions and-interpo- (AM) See Star. Weſtm. 1. 3 Ed: 5. The ® 
ſitions by the Kmg or the Pope, and the Kings have bound them- common Law is there declared x —_ King 
icives by the Statutes, no way to diſturb any Elfors in ma- bindeth himſelf not to diſturbe any Ele&ors to 
kin» thear free Elettons. : make free Eleftions, See Car: 2 Parl. See 7 H: + 

O 4- 15. 6 H:6.4 9 H:4.8. 

No Commands, Promiſes, or Threats , no Prayers nor Solicitations ought to be made unto the Eleftors by 
the Kg or Pope, or any others: the Peoples Deputies (fay the Laws) are to be. choſen Freely, and 
indifferently , without pre-ingagement of the El:&ors, or fear of diſpleaſing the King , and withour 


.promules of Fayour or Rewards to them. They are to be indifferent at the Time and Place of Ele#:on, 


and in tuch manner to proceed, notwithſtanding any Requeſt or Command to the contrary , otherwile 
the Eletions are void and null : | 
Bur we are not able to number the various kinds of Attempts and Practices to overturn this Founda- 
:10n of our Government, | 7 Hy 
'There have been infinite Endeavors and Artifices openly uſed, to deſtroy the Cuſtomes , Previledges , 
"1-1ers and Governments of all the (es and Boroughs , by whom four parts in Five of the Members of the 
»1mons in Parliament are to be choſen by the Cuitome of England; and to bring all theſe Bodies Politich , 
14 all the Aagyſtrates and Officers to be dependant on the Kings Will, and to be obliged as His Creatures 
10t the Citzes and Towns truitees) to ſerve His Popesh and Arburary Deſigns, or tobe turned out of their 
>;3ces at His Pleaſure, and ſuch as are cither Papiſts ,, or more /enorant and Corrupt put into their 
Places. 7, | | 
*Tis known to all, that for this purpoſe, to deſtroy our Government under colour of Law , there bave 
been cauſcleſs Mus of Quowarante brought by the King againſt mbft of the Cries and Boroughs of the King- 
dom, thole were ſeconded by.1n{truments appointed to terrific the Magiftrares of the Gries and Towns 
with the Kings ſevere Diſplealure, if they dared to infift upon their legal Right and conteſt with the Kmg 
at Law, to fright them with the intollerable charge, that their-legal Detence' would coſt them more 
then they could bear, and boldly affirming that they could'not hope to maintain their. Cuſtomes, Privi- 
ledges and (harters againſt the King,, fince he was reſolved to have' them ac His *Command; then they 
tempted them with Promiſes of new (barters, if they would comply and furrender their Old Libertres 
into the Kings Hands, and pretended that the Names of all that retuled ir muſt b&'returiied to the Kings 
Attorney General. | tf 292 
Ts no leſs known, that Judges were prepared to damn the Pleas of all ſuch Gries and Town as would 
ſtand upon their Right, and Plead to the Qnowarantos as the Magſtrate; of Londozi reſolved to do, thcir 
Common Councyl rctuling to ſurrender their Lebernres, notwithſtanding »1l Commands , Terrors and In- 
treatics that were uſed to them, they knew it was not in their. Powct to bertay*their Cy, nor in the 
Kmgs Power to receive unto himſelf theſe Cu/fomes, Powers and Priviledges which, the Great Charter and 
lic Common Law had given them, But ſuch edges as would not Judge that Ancient Body Politick 
( that had holden their Cuſtomes above 1000 Years ) to be diflolved, were turned out; and all the 


Freedoms and Principles due to the Grizens and their Hes, and to the (#y and their Swecefſors, were de- 


clared by the Judges to be Forfeited; His now Majeſtres Inſtruments thereby preparing His Way ( un- 
der the thadow of the late King) to'deſtroy the Government cf all other (ies and Towns, by trightming 
them into ſurrenders, or making a: Preſident for Judgment againſt them, and it hath taken ſuch Effect, 
that the Term of almoſt all thole Bodies Pokrtick '18 1llegally changed, and the Cities and Towns brought 
to ſuch a forlorn Eſtate, that they. have no Magiſtrates or Officers but at the Kings Hill, and during Flis 
Pleaſure, - 

As there is an a&tual ſubverſion of. the Freedom of the Government of the Gries and Towns, the Tenure 
of their Magiſtrates, and their tree Cuſtoms being utterly deſtroyed, and thoſe that now Exercile the 
Magjiſtracics therein being incapable to chooſe freely , and indifferently , and to return legally Members 
for Parhamen , {o there are continual attempts upon the perſonal Freedom and Indifferency of all the 
Eleftors tor Parhaments throughout the Kingdom. 

His Majeſty has perſonally ſollicited, and attached ſo many of them by His ſmiles and frowns in 
ſecret , to accept of ſuch for their Deputies in Frye as will: comply with His Deſigns, oy 
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* ſciences. | 


(4) 


His Cloſeting ( N ):. Eleftors, 48 become a By-word amongſt : 
the rn He has made them conſent to be barr'd of thee i 4 ) ou = —2 Kings Fon os Chyis- 
Freedom in Eleting for Parliament, and in Voting therein, if {5 eg, OE 14, WAs © 4 
they be choſen, ro be 4 Teſt of their Funeſi to hold their Offices 
and Imployments of Profit and Truſt, and to have place in the 
Aagiſtracy. ED : b | : 

The three Queſtion:s to that purpoſe, are known to all, which His Majeſties Mmniſters required jto be 


.anſwered by the Fwftices of the Peace-and all other Officers. 


The: Lord Lientenants of all the Counties by the Kings ſpecial Command, have Summoned the chief Off- 
cers and Gentlemen in His Majeſties Name, to flatter or tertifie them out of the uſe of their Freedows in E- 
lefting tor Parhament , and Marks of the Kings Diſpleaſure have been put upon thoſe that reſolved to keep 
their'Freedom, and indiftcrency ro Ele& worthy and fir Deputies according to their Judgments and Con- 
ciences, 

F Arr unheard of fort of Commiſſioners as to their Qualities and Inftruftions, are lately ſent frem His 
Majeſty throughout England, to Delude or Afright the Eletlors into a choice of ſuch Members for a Con- 
vention (to be called a Parliament) as will ingage to ſerve His Deſigns of abolithing all thoſe eAncient 
Laws and Teſts that are the only Human Securities of the free Profeſſion of our Rehgion, and the 
cleareſt eAuthoruative Declarations of the Rights of the (rown and the Liberties of the People, 

There need not be plainer Proofs, that the Ax is lay'd to the Root of our (i Government, as the 
moſt certain way to introduce the Laws and Relygion of Rome. Yet to convince the whole World in this 
matter : His Majeſty has publithed a ſecond (O)  Declara- | 
ron , Wherein He has poſitively declared His Mind, that none | O) ——_—— _ ER for 
ought to be imployed under Him in the Kingdow , who will "PHY 0 COMER ut panes achace ee 
not contribute to theſe His Deſignes, and chooſe ſuch Members of Parliament as may do their part to 
finith what He has begun. He has pronounced all that thall refuſe ir, ro be neither Good (hriſtsans nor 
Lovers of their (ountries Wealth and Power; and He Declares, that He has begun His intended form of 
Government ſutable to thoſe Principles , having turned out by His Abſolare Hill many (vil and Milltary 
Officers throughout the Kingdom in purſuance of this Preat Work. | 

This puts 1t out of diſpute, that His Majeſty thinks He ought not to ſuffer any Free Eleftion for Parlia- 
ment , whilſt there are ſuch numbers of Fazhful Proteſtants to Conteſt for the Eleftwns, who cannot in 
Confcience contribute ro the Work He has begun ; 'That is , upon prerence of Liberty of Conſcience to al- 
low His Majeſty to furrender unto the Pope the Rights and Freedom of the (rown and the Kingdoms, or to 
acknowledg, that the People of England ought by the Laws of Gop and Cunrisr to be ſubjected to 
the Church of Romes Law: and Juriſdictions in theur Perſon, and great part of their Eſtates. That the 
Pope and His Prieſts and Canonifts thould Judge them by their Canons, in the lawfulnefs of their Mar- 
riages and ContraQts, and legitimate or baſtard their Heirs as they pleaſe, that the diſpoſal of their 
Goods and Chattles by their Laſt-Filb, their Deb about Tyhes, and their Good Names and Bodies On pre- 
tence of pexances, ſhould be in their Power and Will. | 

Thiv'is the Work, begwn by His Me ». which Dishonours and Debaſes the mt Imperial Crown , 
and fubyerts the Native Freedom and the civil Properties and Intereſts of Enghzh Men. 

Thoſe are the proper, Matters and Occaſions of moſt of our pena! Laws in matters Eccleſiaſtical, to pre- 
vent the Fraud and Danger of Holy pretences for ſuch Unrighteous eAttempts againſt -our natural and ciyil 

bs: bo 


Pro 5 

ur penal Law: gre-to puniſh Offences againſt the Civi! Government and Humane Society, tho? they 
be aboar matters Eccleſinſffical, the lubjetts of Ergland cannot pretend to be exempred from them, be- 
cauſe of their Conſciences, wy otherwiſe than hey may wickedly claim to be free from the penal Laws 
againſt Fellonies and H4wrders, it they {hall plead that they Robbed or Killed according to their Con- 


His Aajeſfties avowed Intent and Endeavours are to free the Emiſaries of Romes Priefts and Papiſftr from 
the puniſhments and dangers of thoſe our penal Laws, againſt ſuch manifeſt Attempts, upon the Free. 
dom, Rights, and Properties of the Realm , that His new Ere&ed popi:h (olledger, His (onvents of 
Monks, His four provincial Buhops, and His numerous Prieſts, may be authorized by Him without force 
of Laws , to maintain the (harch of Romes (anons to be of greater Asthority then the Laws of the Realm, 
to Declare all the Power of wy ae” in Proteſtants Hands to be Unlawfull , and-all Right and Title 
to their Eſtates forfeited ro the Papsfts , by their being Protefams, toown and juſtific Diſpenſations from 
Rome , with their Obedience to all fuch Laws of the Realm, as the Pope and His: Preefs diſlike, and pro- 
feſi:dly ro hold Communion with the Church of Rome, the French King, and all. Foraign Papifts, that 
declare themſelves Mortal Enemics to the Religion and: Power of the Proteſtants, to contrive with them 
the Supprefiion or Extirpation of them out of the Realm. | 


This 


my 


(5) | 

This work, his Mgefty bath ſo far begun, that he hath ſuſpended and'ſtopped' the Execution of the 
Pend! Laws againſt all the High Crimes , ſome whereof the ancient Papifts of this Kingdom made Cas 
pical; and he declaresall ſuch Proteſtants as will nor help ro finiſh it, nor to be quallifyd as Chriſtians or 
Englichmen for any Impleyment in the Kingdom , and therefore leaſt of all ro be Members of Parliament. 
Hereby his Majeſty atremprs to Confine the Eletters in their Choyce to fo ſmall a party that he allows 
them notthe choyce of one of forty whom our Laws make ca leof being Ele&ed for Parkament, the 
Number is ſo ſmall (profeſſed PapsfsExcepted,) out of which his will isto have Member: of Parliament 
on that our Laws will judge it no-choice if he can impoſe his will upon the Kingdom as he hath 

eclared it. | | 

Hereby your Highneſs may be ſatisfyed, that our caſe is deplorable. it ſeems not ſufficient for our 
Popih Enemies to icek the abolition of all our antient PeyalLaws that are not agreeable to thoſe new in- 
vented DoErins and pernitious practiſes of the preſent Charch of Rome,, which the Penal Statutes ſhew 
to have been abhorred by our antient Englich (p) Papifts, bur their deſign ; ; 
is to deſtroy the Conſtirmtiow and forme of the free Government of the = grievous complaints of 
Kingdom, from whence aroſe all thoſe Penal Laws againit their Churches |;£ and GRie ach fy mm 
proxd Domination and their Vſurpation of the Rights of the Crowne and oak 
the whole Realm. 

They know by our Hiſtorys and records, that the free Parliamentalways made the Complaints from age 
to age againſt their pernitious elaymes of power over our Kings , our Laws, our Conrts of Indicature X 
and their /udgments; and againſt their Exattions, impoſitions , Frauds and 
Deluſions of the People , with their Swperſtitions folly, whereby they gaineda Q. See the Parliament rol!e 4 H: 
(4) third of the revenues of England, and drew fo much Money to Reme + Hs. 
that they impoveriſhedand almotlt ruined the Kingdoms. 

They are ſenſible that they have been able roinflave to the Popeand Prieſts ſeveral of the greateſt Eng- 
kith Kings , that they could prevail with the King for Licencer and Pardons to them to trangreſfe tac 
Law: that the Parliament made to preſerve the ſubjetts Rights and propertys, and that the Parliament onely 
cauſed new Law: to be'made fordeclaring ſuch (r) Licences, Diſpenſations 
and Pardons of the Kings Voyd and Nat, R. See the St.3. H x; St. 4, 7 H. 4.8. 

They know that they have perſwaded ſeveral of the Kings that the Pope 
could abſolve their Conſcience from all obligation by the Laws, and from Agreements, Promiſes , and 
Oathes to their _—_ » (#) to maintain their great Charters and all 
their Laws and Liberty:; and that they prevailed upon oneofthem tore- 5. Sothe Pope abſolved H. 3. and 
fign the (+) Kingdom intirely to the Pope, and to bold it of himby rene; 54-1 n their Oath to keepe the 
and they underitand that the People in free Parkament only madeand decla« Bing Jehes made; 
red all ſuch Diſpen/ations and reſignations Vojdand Nwl, and juſtly required | 
thoſe Kings to renew their Oaths to the Kingdoms to preſerve their Libertys; and ſcorned (with indigna- 
tion) the Popes demands (v) of his Pretended rent for the Kingdom , de- 

ing that their Kings had no ſuch Patrimenial right in the Kingdom to V. See the Roll, part, 40. Ed. 3: 
fabek it toany powers on Earth. _—_ A 3- Ed. r.cala 

They cannot hope that a freely choſen Repreſentative of this Kingdow © p;yc a molt nnjutt Sn foals 
can ſaffer ſr.ch a deluſion to be pur upon them to be perſwaded that due charter; Since burac. 

Chriſtian Liberty of Conſcience requires them cither to allow the for- 

reign Romucb Law: or Canonsto conteſt for power and place with the Laws of England, or to ſuffer an 
of the ſubjetts ot England openly to proteſſe themſelves, their Perſons, e Marriages or Eftates to be ſubje 
to any foraigners jurs/4iftion, and to depend on their Authority, Offices, and Saxttzons,. and the Exerciſe of 
them tor their Eternal Salvation (which is in truth to renounce their ſubjeion to England) or to own 
and avow to have the neareſt Union and Communion with foraigners , that openly profeſſe themſelves 
Mortal Enemys, to more then a hundred to one of the whole Realm , and to be bound in Conſcience 
to ſeek their ſuppreſſion or deſtruCtion. | 

They cannot think that a free Eng/ch Parliament ſhould not always know that no Defrines of Ieſws 
Chriſtcver deſtroyed or Rog the Natural and Civil right of any perſon or Nation , or allowed that 
any part of the People ot a free Country ſhould correſpond with or depend uponrthe declaredenemy ofthe far 

eſt part of it, they havetherefore reſolved ro over-turn the very fi of our Civil Government , 

[- ond ney Choice of their Depntys for Parliament , that there may never be a free Parkament more in the 

dow, which is a Plot much worle then their Gunpowder treaſon. a 
r ſcemsthey think it Safeſt as yet to keep a sbadowe of Eleftionstor their intended Convention, by forming 
BodysPobtich of City: and Tewnes to name or rerurne whom the King pleaſes, and by the ſpecious name ot 
Liberty of Conſcience, with Promiſes of Favor and Threats of Diſpleaſure, to deceive or atfright the other 
Eleftors to accept of thoſe for their Depntys that the King ſhall offer ; bur if this Attempt upon the Prime 
Fundawental of our whole Civil Government (hall be fuffered, the King may hereafter with as much Fuftice; 
Law and Reaſon , call whom he pleaſeth from any parts of the Ksngdows to Conſult with , ia the 
Name and under Pretence of their Adviſe, change our Law: 
Cuſtoms, impoſe Taxes, and Alter ar his pleaſure the (») Succeſſion ww woe that Cromwet took upon 
of the Crows. bim ſuch a power to ſend for men 
by his Letters without SloSon and called them a Parliament, and made AQ, 10d intended to have «hanged the fucerſſon of the 

to his own family, it thoſe his Creatures could ms 4. with him, ; W 
4 , 


- 


(6) 

We muſt with Sorrow ſhew your H/7. , that they have ſo far proſecuted this their Deſgn againſt pun Go? 
verament, that they haye rendred it impoſſibleta have a Legal Free Parliament EleGted and returned in the 
preſeps State of the Cities and Boroughs, the Sherifs and Officers, and the Congition ot the Eleftpre, great 
Numbers of them are quite barred of their Freedozp and indifferency to eleft , which ous Lazy requires. by the 
declared Diſpleaſure ot the King , and thethreatned and certainlols of their O ficer and Imploywents and Bev 
nefits, if they accept not of ſuch for their Truſtees as have unworthily reſolved or promiled to Vote againſt our 
Eſtabliched Laws as the King will have them, without hearing the Reaſons about them by the Krngdow in 
Parliament , andas we believe, without knowing the /ntent and Parpoſe of the Laws they promiſeto abros 

ate. : 

: 'Tis not now praCticable to havethe Legal ſree Conſent of the Kingdom, unto the making ar repealing of 
any Laws ( without which they cannot be obligatary ) until there bea juſt Reſtoration ot the Cuſtams and Lie 
berties of the Cities and Boroughs , which have been illegally andtreacherouſly ſurrendred, or uadyely wreſted 
trom them, and legal Magiſtrates ſhall beduely choſen toexecute Writs for Eleftonsand make Retwrnes, until 
there be 2 Revoration of the Kings terrifying Declaration of the unkitneſs for Parliament, and publick [n+ 
ploymentot all that will not help to finiſh hisgrear Work begun , of deſtroying all our Penal Laws for preyen- 
ting the Pops4h Prattices againſtthe Rights of the Crawn, and the realm. 

Nor untilthere bean abſolute Renuntiation of all the Promiſes, Ingagements and Subſcriptions of the Ele 


&ors tor Rarliamenttaken by His Majeſties Ordersand Miniſters to reltrain their Freedom), and Indifferency * 


in their Eleftions. Thus the cunning and Malice of our Popish Adverſaries have cut off all our Legal Means 
of relief by the Free Common (owuncils of the Kingdoms , whillt they lay cloſe ſiege ro take our Bodies and 
Souls captive. - 

We _ not remember your|Highneſſes , that theſe Attempts and Endeavors to ſubvert our Liberty in 
our Religion and Government, is1 part of that general Deſign that was formed and concluded on many years. 
ſince in themoſt Secret Comncils of the Popich Princes, chiefly managed bythe Zeſuirs, to root out of all £#- 
rope the profeſſion of the Proreſtant Reformed Religion and the Peoples Libermes. | 

We will not mention the notorious atual Proſecutions of that Popiih Reſalution in ſeveral Kingdoms 

and (x) Dominions, nor the treacherous Falſeneſs of thoſe Princes in their Treaties, A+ 
(x/That is inFrance. greements and Oaths, nor the Oppreſſions , Bloodshed, andall kinds of Unrighteouſneſsthat 
theDukdom of Se- 1, been pratiſed bythem in Order to that general grear Deſign. 


A The inſtance alone of the French King is enough to be namedinſtead of all, becauſe he bath 
others. owned aod publiſhed to the whole F/ortd his part in that Deſign, andby comparing the #906 - 


' ences, Bagishments, and Murders done. upon the Proteſtants at the fame time. by.' other 
Popich Princes (asthey were able) with his publick Confeſſions of his long laid De/ign, we may. make a true 
judgment »fthe whole. | | 
The French. King by his Edict ( y )of 1685. hath declared ,that be entred intothat. De: 
(5) That Edit of 1685. is fgnfrombis coming to the Crown ,andit appears by the Et (z )then prepared;, and 
worthy to beread by every 'avreed by his Council of Conſcience ( that-all his renewed Edidts in the Proceſtants 
tzue Proteſtant, = Favoar, his acknowledging and regiltring. in Parliament their great Seruiges for 
(x) "Tis fit to ſee in that him, 'and his Advancement of many of them to the higheſt Digneties Militaty and 
edi&t preparedasits publi- Civil,jn his Kingdom j were done to flatter and deceive them, he calls GodtobeMWir- 
_ WT L-24 neſs.oh his Deſigns and Reſolutions atthat timeto abokih their: Religion by dvgrees, 
they are Je-med unca. and that he anlyatrended his & opportunity for that great Work, as its cal &:by. our 
pable of having any-right ' King andi hy that Edit, - | 
to clayme the benefit of thetrextys, promiſes. or Oathr made to them by the Pupiſte, | 
{n that interim of his, lecyiog kindneſs ro the Prazeſtanrs and ſolemne profeſſions to them. and ſame 
of tfie Proveſtant Princes, fqr their obſerving faithſully the Law and Edith of Nanzs, that was like the 
French Proteſtants great Charter , there wereall poſlible ſecret Contrivancecand Pratices to prepanetor that 
great Work, Specially in Eng/and, that hath long beea the heed of the. Reformed Religion, andinbe Clef 
terror ef the French King and the Popich World; he ſhewed his fear of the, People of England when he 
barbacouſly hep tis now, Majeſty and the late King .1n,qheir diltrels, rather theo. dilpleale Crowmwe/, he 
therelors plyed his principal Congils. and Endeaperrs todiltrac and weaken the- Prote/eanrs of England, 
ang iq perlwade anc es late King covertly to, increale and Canon the Poprib Party; for:thar; end 
bis deareſt Cop «ſor. the Zeſuite, le Charz, ,was ordered ta correſpond with Mr, Colermgny that was than Secre> 
res ii, ot 3:1. 12xy to bis now «Majeſty, and the (4) Letters Contelled by him before:thour 
(«) Sge in Coleman's Letters, in ſands, ſhewed that the Mazter propoſed was to root ont of the, wyeultl thy 
pace nyo wb , the Pagily- Proteſtant Religion under.the. name, of the Noxibers, Hereſy; and ter tindes 
WY 1 1044 22.7 .c ,. more of the, particulars of that wretched delign had appeared: if, all: Mrs Geles 
wa l ſt Jgrfer far two. Jear;and,a_ half that were brought to Woughal, and;many culled; our: ofthe 
reſt had x b:eq there; ſyppreſled and kept fromthe fight of the Rarlament 3 yet Mr, Colemap,onhinTryal 
conhdently aypwed before all che People that deſign , of Subverting.the.Rrotctent Religion, and\that.hewas 
dlubordiqare Mdin-fer jim... FHIRTE, WA 


tappears by thoſe Letters, thazghe French King Money was tO manage that. Work, andthe Loteend 


brought into. Parliament by the ngghGard Meuntage , acknowledged hy.'theilage King.to be wricten by his 
bz £2 pr0vTra Ta he b- 


©.world that;the late King was content to become the French Kings Penſionerdaryiur hun - 

ofaud pound per. annum cokeepeoffthemeeting of Parliaments, we had:thei difcoveredthe.ina as? 
of Popery, and the Danger of the Proteſtant Religion, and had thereupon formed-the Parkaments Pvt, and 
wete preparipg ether Laws tor ſecurity againſt the Popich Deſigns. 
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Tt hath alſo been manifeſt to the world, that all 8 of Devices and Artificerthat the Fits Counidils 

, eoy|d.invent were abour the ſame years uſed topervert the Faith and Religion of rhe Unite# Provinces, orto 
betray theminto the French Kings Power, or at leaſtadependance upon him. 

"T's now notorious to the world, that an agreement was made between the Frenth King and his late Fſe- 
jeſftyof England to ſubdue and divide thoſe Provinces, that they might no more be cither a Support, or re- 
rugefor the Proteſtants. We cravepardon for our boldneſs,that we humbly appealro your Hzhneſs whether 
your Integrity and Conſtancy inthe Proteſtant Religion, and your Fidelity to your Countrys Freedom, wete 


. not about thoſe years vainly attached by thoſe two Kings, orat leaſt by one of them, and whether the Piery, 


Generoſity and brave ſcorn and indignation expreſled ar their propoſals, did not fix an Enmity in their 
hearts againſt you, the efte&s whereof you have ſuffered ever ſince. 

" The world hath alſo ſeen the EffeCts of the French Kings proſecution of the ſame deſign to rake away 
the ſupport of the Proteſtant Intereſt by his Penſions to the Chief Men of the Kingdom of Sweden, and to 
ſuch as he could prevail with in the Court of Brandenhargh, and all other Princes Comrts that adhere to the 
Proteſtant intereſt. 

Yer the Chief of his expence was upon ourlate King and his Miniſters and Connſellors, who concurred 
in all the ſecret Practiſes and Contrivances to weaken the Power ot the Proteſtants, and to ſuffer rthes 
Greatne(s, Glory and Terror of the French King to be advanced ; but hedurlt never openly and avowed- 
Iy join with him in the great Work againſt the Proteſtant Religion for fear of his Proteſtanz Subjefts, he 
RL deluded them with ſo many {olemn Proteſtarions of his Fairhfulneſs ro their Relgion and their L5- 

ert 
"The French King found by experience, that the Parliaments had prevailed with our King, to break all 
the meaſures that rney had taken together forthe deſtruEtionot the United Provinces, by obiiging him to 
a Separate Peace with them, which had forced him to let fall his then {ſpreading Piumes, ad in 
crafty ways to ſeek and ſollicit a Truce, and theretore he durit not during our King's life pur in 
Execution his great Work, that he declares, had been fo long in his heart, that by Torments, Mar- 
ders, and all ſort of barbarous Cruelties to ſuppreſs the Profeſſors and Profeſſion of the Reformed R aigies, 
and intirely to race and expunge the Memory of it,as his Ediftrand his Practices now declare to be- his 
INTCNTLONs, | 

That French King durſt not throw off his diſguiſe , and ſhew himſelf to be likearavening Wolf to his 
Proteſtant Suhjetts until our now King had publickly eſpouſed the Popich Deſign , which he had roperher 
with him Jong proſecuted in the: dark, and until he had begun to invade the iroteſtant C.ibertys add” Sect 


' ritys ,. his. putting the Afilitary Powers into Popich hands, and to demand the Varkameimts {onfent toy a Law 


(which —_ retuſed) to authorize him, to make his Papiſts the Guardians ot 'the Proceſtants Religivn 
and ver, | : 

The French King then, knew that the people of England were in no capatity to interpoſe in behalF of 
his Proteſtant Swbjetts, however he ſhould deſtroy them, andas his Edi# ſays, being by the Truce withour 
fear of diſturbance , he intirely applyed himſelf ro the great Deſign, he ſent his D#agoons to deſtroy rhe 
Poor Prateftants Goods ,, and to torment their Bodys with more cruelty and inhumatury then was ever Pix- 
Etited ſince the Creation; he reſolved for his gry (as his Clergy told him) to chew himſelf the firſt and miſt 


illuſtrious of the Charches Children, and the Extirp or of the Proteſtant hereſy , which they rold him wasa more fo- 


lid andimmorrtal title then he acquired by all his Tryumphs. 
He thenpreſented that work of Extirpation as Saxl did to ſtrange Comnntrits, breathing our threatnings 


; > | ha he ſent tothe Duke of wi and as that. Cowr: complaynes, perſwaded and trighred thar 


Prince unto moſt Unchriſiian and Bloody Decree, to compel! the' molt antient Proteſtants in the Palteys of 
Piedmont to tum Papiſts torthwith, and my being faichfall ro their Religion , that Editt was puriued b 
the helpe of his Dragoons, and the harmeleſs Proteſiantsrormented and murdered morecruelly then the wor 
of (6). Kermiye or Serpents, until they were utterly deſtroyed, and their Country (b) See the relation of it priated. 
given tothe Papiſis. Thar Court of Savoy ſeems(till (c) Aſhamed of that horrid (7) See Dr. Burners Letter trom 
wickednels, and.ays for their Excule, That the French King declared he would his perſonal inquiry. 


root ant thoſe Proteſtants, by, his own force, and poſſeſie the Country , if the Duke would not have aſſyted therein, 


fon ofthe Proteſrants of England hath been always Eſteemed the principalparruf the Popil 


. . Thelyppr: 
dc don Dom the, Proteſtant Religion, and therefore all the Romiſh Councils, Pollicysand induftries, 


Peop/es.choige 5. to be ſolely. and imwediare] 
apſe hate nit , QC LO CAY.,20N8 th Statuteror Charters. He endeavours by various Artifices to 
heingeh ifpotal.pt allche Properties and, Eſcatesot the People , and their Lives and Lyberties ro be at his 


purpolc , and every moment dependant on bis M41 
| rs 


B 2 


(8) 

to have as much Power overour Law, as the Prench Kings Edits. And after his Example heeſtabliſheth 
a mercenary Army to maſter and ſubdue tbe People to his Will. 

If hecanprevall in theſe things tooverturn the Civil Government', then the Liberty of the Proteſfunt 
Profeſſion and of Conſcience in all forwes, however ſeemingly ſerled by him, will be precarious, and he 
may asealily deſtroy it asthe French King hath aboliſhed the irrevocable Edifts, Treaties or Laws of his 
Kingdom, Confirmed by his Oath, which were asgoodſecurity tothoft Prozeftant; asany Magna Charts 
that our King canmake for us, oranyaGtof a Convention with the name of a Parliament, which is poſ- 
fible forhimto hold in the Stare unto which he hath reduced the Kingdoms. 

Our King hath the ſame French: Copy, by whichhe writ aſſuring the Protefants of graceand Clemency, 
giving them Promiſes of Equal Libertyof (enſcience withthis Papsſts, in preferring unto Offcesand Impley- 
ments thoſe whom he*reſolvesto ſuppreſſe and ruin, preventing the Execution of Laws, and inallowing 

iberty of Conſcience in ſome notions, and the outward forms ot worſhip in the Chriſtian Religion, provi- 
dedalways thar they have no regardor Conſcience forthe ſubſtance of Chrsfts Religion in Juſtice and righte« 


ouſneſs, nor ſtumbleat complying with him ,. or affiſting him, in'the higheſt Crimes againſt Feſws Chri 
by invading the Rights and Liberties ofthe Kingdom , nd baming aforcible joke rok on / = 
he pleaſe, which isa ſubverſion ofthe very foundation of Juſtice and love amongſt men, and by Conference 
* of the Rehgion preached and eſtabliſhed by Chriſt. | 
Theſemattersof fa&tare (elf-cvidences, and Clearly ſhew that our Greviows oppreſſons by our King are 
the effeRs of the united Comncils of the Popich rroanas' whereof the French King is the Chief. Thar the 
Conſpiracyagainſt true Religion and perm nowappears in Exgland, Comprizes all yhe Proteſtant Prin- 
cerand States in Europe z England is only firſt attackedas the principal fortreſle of the Proteſtant Profeſſion. 
ifthe three Kingdoms of England, Scotland and frelandcan be reduced into the pattern of the French King 
in Government and Religion, and the {trengrh ot rhem be united againſt any ſingle Prozeftant State or Prince 
they ſhall think fit to aſſault, if they can by Arrtifices keep the reſtdivided, which willnort be bardforthem; 
for there is little hope of any long defence ofſuch a State. 

The French King ſeems not unwilling to haveit known that the Popich deſign is General againſt all Pro« 
feſfon of the Prozeſtant Religion, tho Eſpecially againſt England , he hath allowed the Bichop of Coſnaer 
ſpeech tohimar Yerſailes in 1685. tobepublithed, who was authorized to be the Mouth of the Clergy of 
that Kingdom; he ifies the King tor ſuppreſſing the Proteſtanty of his own Kingdom, and asks what 
they may not yet expect, England, faith he, 5s juſt offering to your Majeſty one of the moſt glorious occaſions 
that yoncan deſire; the King of England by the need which he will have of ſuccour and of the lupport of 
your Arms, to mankaine himin the Catholickfaith, will make you quickly findvccaſion to give a proteRion 
wholly of your ſelf. We know very well before thie French Clergy declared it by that Birbop that the ſame 
head ontrived the pervertion or deſtruction of ſo many milions ofthe Proteftants in that Kingdoms , de- 

ed theruine of the English Religion and Ziberty: but it ſurprized us, to ſee that ſpeech publiſhed by 

' the French Kings Authority, and that our King ſhould ſufferthe Tranſlation of it to paſs freely in England 

and thorow the World. We thoughtit beneath the Majeſty of a King of England to be content that his fobjetts 

ſhould be told, that he was to come underthe proteCtion ofa King of France, over whoſe Kings, and K ing 

dom, his Anceſtors had ſooften triumphed; bur it ſeemsnothing isto be Eſteemedingtorious that may ſerye 
the General Popich deſign of Extirpating the Proteflant Profeſſion. 

Wenced not put your Hſ7. in mindthat the {ame ſpeech acknowledges that the Popich Conncile , and Con. 
ſpira inſt Exg/end intend the like ruin to the Religionand Freedom of the United Provinces , that Bi:hop 
tels the King, that hehath undertook the Conqueſt ot new Countries there to reeſtabliſh the Prelacy, the Re- 
ligions worship andthe Alters , that Holland and Germany have been the Theater of his Victories only that 

rift might —_— there, thatis, thatthe P«psſts might trample upon the Proteſtants and their Religion, and 
this he ſpeakes ( as he ſays) in the very ſpirit of the Cherch, and ſignifies their hopes of ſucceſs gainifthe poor 
Proteſtants to be Unbounded, ſaying , what may we not yet Expett. / 

We mult treely Confeſs we were too flow to believe this deſperate Popizb Plot againſt the whole Proteſtant Pro- 
ſeſſion, andin our particuler Caſe we have been deluded with our Kings promiſes toproteR and maintain our 

> Religionour Lawrand Government, until we fee them all undermined, andthetrain laid to blow them up by 
Na ed Conventionof men preingaged, pervertedor Corrupted to ferve the Kings will and deſigns, that Tall 

| aamerke name of Parliament : we were not utterly inſenſible of the danger of our Liberty in our Religion 
and-our Gevernment trom the time his »ow Majeſty declared his /ate Majeſtyto have been a Papiſt; but who 
ſaw that by their ſecret Conjoyned Councils they had not been able to prevent the making ſome Laws to ſecure 
the Proteſtants by Excluding Papsſts from our Parkements and all Offices and Imployments, and we 
that our King-slife would not be ſufficient to overturne by degrees (as they had begun to proceed, ) the Ex« 
cellent foundations ot oue Cips/ Government, nor to Extinguiſh the cleare light of the truths of Chrii 
Profeſſed in our Religion, and we were aſſured that yowr Hj5. minds were clearly inlightened in the Dofrines 
of the Proteſtant Relogion , and adorned and accomplished with all Chriſtian and Royal Yertnes fit to poſleſs 
the higheſt throne. | 

Torepen we incouragedeach other to fuffer with patience his Majeſties attempts againſt our Laws and 
Liberties, preſuming that yowr Hſe. would ere long be our joyful deliverers to thc Everlaſting Confaſion of 
the Popich defigns againſt our Government and Religion, and to the Vindication of the innoceney of the 
Proteſtant ky in all the Kingdome of Exrepe. 

But as your Hſ5. were the greateſt objeRts of our earthly hopes, fo the thoughts of her Royal, Highneſer 
ſucceſſion to the Crown in ConjunRtion with your Highnefes yertues and Mhlitary prowels and' magnani- 

map 


Cc 
nity were matters ofthe greateſt norror and dread to allthe Popis'1 Councels of Exrope; they have therefore 2P= 
plyed themſelvcs to various coalultations, foinetimes it hath been propolcd by bis Majeftys Power with a 
Par.amcat by the Jeiuding Names of Liverty of Conſcience and a 204 Coartathereiw to Fetter Your High. 
nets 10 guar accciiio.4 w the Cro:vn with huct Conditions as wereobtained in Parliament in the cales of O 1604 
Afary and Eltiavcn , wRICH ney nuped Ly IELgLUEN by Lis Majeitys Putting the Papiits ito palldſion of 
all rac itren ao aud authority Of tae R10700 , united with all the POwer of the Freach King s [nat your 
Q-uet adinuti9n 0 tGe THIrOne WI, 10% be pultiole, walcts you {hould fubmic uato and depend upon the 


| P.piſts, aud the Convitions caat they invald impoic; but they foundit of greaier difficulty then they at fit 


1aagined to geta Parliament that would jovn with his Majelty ta laca a priogect againitt your Highnelles, rherc- 
tore |: me of che more cautious Papsſts, of Coulidcrable tortunes, ttu-nvbiciatihe abſolutetorce of a mercena- 
ry Army and thc Freach Power to pur a torce Upourne Fi careſs ot the Crown ;; thcy prupuunded 5 Chat his Ma «+ 
jeity thoulrarher cry the tocce of as Parernal Power with her Royal 4 g5neſs, and uic all the argurazns o£ 
uereit colnduce her citner tO change lier tentunents ta her Relzyz0#,, Or at leaſt ro moderace her tuoiuglius 
Conceraing taca, andinclin her co cuncarrin their tull Liberty. 

Lt juca Endeavors chould be hopelets, that thea Your H5ghnejjes ihofild beat leait prevayled with ro de- 
clare your Conſeats rohis Majeltics Declaration tor Liberty of Conſcience, and your concurrence in his dc- 
lixcs toa Prls.4mPnttor the repeal ofall the Penal Laws in Matters Ecclelialtical and the Te/e. 

it was prelumed, that Your Hirhneſes migat have bcea pertwaded , that the Laws ſuſpended and diſpenſed 
wich by ts Majelty were only two or three Laws agualt the Proteſtant Diſſenters holding their Conveutt- 
Els, aadſome Laws made fincerne Retormation, oaly to Compel Papijts by great penalties rocome to Church, 
and ro keep their Prietts out of tac Kingdom , and it was hoped that Your Highnelics Cowpatiion , to all 
Chriſtians , anda tendernels of the Liberty of Conlctences, would haye moved you , without turther Exa- 
mination, to have complied with his Mzjeiiies Requel:. 

It was bclieved, Youc Highnellces would never have inquired atter the Penal Laws in Matters Ecclefialti- 
cal inade by the auticat'Pypijts many iungred years ace , againit the horrid invalions by the Romith Churcia 
on the Ritcs of the Cro«n and tac Realm, wiereby they irad unpoveris:1ed, iallayed and almoſt ruined the 
KingJom,nor tuac your Highneftcs woulyd have underſtood car the Aing hath openeda return toallthoie wicked 
Practices ut tat Popish Charci z and that tae repcal of tioie Laws would icttle them., { 

Ic was luppulcd thar Your Highnetcs had not known that tae /ea4d Laws in Matters Ecclefiaſtical con- 
tain molt of tac clcarcit authoritative Declarations, taatarecxtent ia any records of the 11zhis of the English 
Crown, oi the Form and Conitiuuon of var Government, and of the Rights and Libertics of the lubject, 
rhe Church of Kee claimes , Uluipatioa and intolerable abulesand opprefiions having pur a neceflity upou 
the Kingsand Parliaments tomake thoſe declaratiuns of Law that are now anticut Evideaccs of the inheritan- 
ccs of thc Kings aud People of ineftimable value. 

lt was 1nagiacd, that Your Highnellcs would not lave dilcerned the conſequencesofa Generalrepeal of 
the Penal Laws in Matters Ecclelialiical, that by enacting only his Majclues declaration, ( as he propounds 
there) would be che moſt abſulute and compleat eltabiiitment of Popery that the Romish Church can wis}.. 
All the Canons or LawSot the Church of Ka.2e Shall then haye greater legal force in Ens4nd thenthey have 
had ia five hundred years palt, and all ber Auchornys aud Jurisdictions over our Perſons and Eltates will be 
inthe ſame manner legal by antient ulage aud approved by Parlszment ,as ever they were heretofore in England, 
part of Magna Charts iclelt will berepealed, that inakes it Pewal co fuch as the ptieit $hall deludeto give thus 
Lavds tio Keltp ious Houſcs. | ; 

There was {uch a fontidence of decciving your Highneſics and ootayuing your Conſent, to the repeal 
of the Penal Laws, that the Prielisipread a rumar, that you had agrced, and that his Najeity underitood 
you well therein; aialſe Jclute had theimpudeucero whilper itas 2 {ecret, that their General, deſign could 
nut milcarry, ſeeing they were {ccretly alluredhuat the Prone of Ordige would Concurinit whenic was [cas 
{unable todeclare himlelt, . 

Wee wcre certain of the falleneſs of thoſe ramors, ſome of us knowing Of applications that were con- 
rived by his Majcilics order to your tHighnelsin that Matter; and we were much {urprited when a fricnd of 
ours at Huchs! ol une of us about the cud of Avgz/t lait, that the rumors of Your Highnefles concur- 
ring with his Majclly were iuddenlyhuthed, and that he zcarda whiiper that it was ſfayd with much angie 
thac Your Higiuilcs were obitinate in your Errors, and thought to make your ſelves populac with the 
Church of Erglarg, andbe would rrouble himfclt no mpre with you, bur you ſhould repent it. 

Some tew vi us, who hail oitencunterrences,conciuded that the King hui changed kis mealures, but could 
not image what was defigned to oficr toa Varkament in licu of a Proteſtant Succeſlois conſent , ro oblige 
them roxepealc ihe Penal Lawsdelired by his Majelty. It was not long betore we heard it muttered that the 
Queen was with Child, and then the Papy/?s vegan to Triumph, andthe Prictts gave our boldly, that it would 
jer aſide her Royal Higncls right rothe Succcllion, tho itwerea daughter, and ignorantly and impudently 
atarme6 that it the Qwecen had a daughter born atterthe King came to the Crown ,1it ought toſuccecd betore 
a daughter born when he was bur a Duke 3 but none bur che Papilts gave any Credit to the reportsthat 
She was with Child ; and the Fable ot the Dutches of Modend's requett in heaven or purgatory, and the Lady 
ot Lorettos hclpir.g her to conceive aſon for the fake ot a tinepreieur, made all but the Papiſts believe it a 
mecrinvention ot the Pricits wharevcr thould inſue. 

'The ſtory of it shewed itto be ofthe Image of the Popish legends, and wasamartret of jaughter andderi. 
ſion amon gil the People, and aSulyectior Pocts ﬀampoons, which were lo common that thev were in White- 
bull it (cl!', ard no doubr they Came to we o—_ ot his Majcliy and moſt ot his Court. The more 
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ſerious Proteffants preſently apprehended, that aſuppoſitious ſon was defigned to abate Yow Highneſesgrows 
ing reputation and Power, all the Proteftants of Exrope then juſtly looking upon her Royal Highneſs as Hei- 
reſi apparenttothe Englizh Crown, and Toxr Highneſſes inall reſpeEro bethe fittelt head tor the Proceſtart 


\ Tmiereſt againſt the General Popish Deſign. 


They knew this deviſe to be neceſlary for ſupportiogtheglory and terror of the French King againſt the great- 
ning reputation of Tour Highneſſes bythe Expectancy of the English Crown; tisknown that he dreads Yor 
Highneſs vindication and recovery of your own rights from 1s manifeit v#olenceand rapme, and your Pa- 
tronage of the Proteſtant intereſt in all Europe agatalt his 4 burary and bloody deſirng. 

He knows that it hec Ryyal Highneſs ſucceeds to the-Crown of Erg/and, he will be quickly incapable of 
proſecuting his Crucl intentions agaialt the Proteſtants of other Conirves, and it may be ſcarce capableof ſup- 
porting his grandure and triumph over his miſerable ſuvjetts. | 

The very Expectation for 8 or 9 months that the Queen might bring forth a ſon , was greatly for the Popish 
advantage, ifthetrick thould have tuiled in the ſe by any unlucky accident, it made a ſtand for a time of 
the Proteſtants ofall Countries inthe great ExpeCtations from your Highneſſes ; it raiſed triumphant hopes un 
all Popizh Countries, it{trengthened the English Papiſts hands and hearts to proſecute their delign vigorous 
ly; it incouraged Corrupt andtime-ſerving Proteſtants in Profeſſion to fall in with their party, and prevay- 
led with many weake D:ſenters to;,make them bclicve a lucceſſion of Popich Prences, and that their Liberty 
ad Conſcieace is only to be expected from them , and that theretore they ought to ſerve in their ins 

OymMents. 

' When welaw the Incredulity and Mockery of the multitude at the ſtory of the Queens great belly , and 
the ſad apprehenſions of the more Conliderate, that forthe politick lupport of the Popz5h deſign a Connter- 
feit Son ot the Kings might beimpoled on the Kingdom, we reſolved to obſerve and keep memorials of the 
riſe, progreſie and 1/ſue of the whole matter (as far as we could get intelligence) weprelently perceived that 
the Popish Prieſts were the prime reporters and moſt Confident Aſſertors of the undoubted truth of the mate 
ter; and they boldly took upon them to prelage, that the Queen was with Child ofa bey, that was to fimh 
the ſettlement of their Church in England , as Certainly as it they had feen the Feraspertectly formed in her 
womb, orratheras if they had been privy to the plots of a Suppoſitions boy, and had their Cycin the Manage- 
ment of it. 

'Thcir manner of ra/h and boaſting increaſed the General ſuſpition we knew that ſort of Prie/?s maintained 
the vil{t wickednciksio be lawtul tor their Church's ſervice , and tharthey have been notorious for smpo- 
finres and fergeries otall ſorts; they onceforged an Eternal Goſpel, (as they caltedit) to ſupport the orders 
of the Mendicant Fryers , andif we may believe ſome of themielves, they have a Father T uler in lome rich 
Convents to forge titles toany mans lands adjoyning to theirs when the Couvents have a mind to them: thoſe 
Prieſts comrived Queen Marys great belly for a Comnterfert heir tothe Crown to have Carryed on their Ca- 
zholick cauſe, and as great publick Triumph and ſolemn prayers for her belly were made at Rome and in all 
Popiih Countries as have been made in our Queens Caſe z but theic deligne was unluckily Crotfied when her 
delizerance was Expected, and their jojes andprayers vanithed in {moake. 

Some of thoſe Prieſts wera the Agents forthe bloody and unnatural uſurpation of our King Richard the 
third, A Prieſt preached at Pauls Croſs to make the People belieye that King Edward .;. his clyer 
Brother whoſe Sons King Richard had Murthered, was a Baſtar4, aot the lawful Son of Rich, D, of York, 
and that Richard was the true Legitimate Son, and had been a longtime wronged ofthe Crown belonging 
to him. 

It wasa Priefts invention and management to ſet up Lambert Symnel a Bikers Son againſt King H. 7. 
Countertciting him to be Earle of Warwick, and laying claim to the Crown, and was Proclaimed Kirg in 
Ireland, and marchedinto England with a good Armyto mainraine his Pretence : and by the like advice Vor- 
kin Warbeck another Counter feit was ſer up againſt the lame H, 7. by Margaret Dutcheſſe of Burgundy to 
be Richardthe younger ſon of Ed. 4. and made ſucha Contiderable party in reland,, and was (o receivedand 
alliſtedin Scotland, that he bid tair forthe Crown : and we could nor torget what a Cheating trick the /eſmits 
inventedand practiſed of later years about procuring an Heyr to a Crown that is become their ebief lup- 
portin Europe. | | 

The Remembrance of theſe and many other wicked frauds of the Roms Prieſts of thelike import tochange 
the Swcceſſions of Crowns to ſerve their Church , and {ceing them ſo Bulte and indultrious to prepoſlleſs the 
Peoples minds, with an opinion that the Qzecen had a great Belly, andthar it wasa Son, when it was unpollible 
in natureto be known if ſhe had beenthen really pregnant ; thelerhings we lay puctogerher Confirmed our ſw. 
pitionsthat they afteda part as they wereinfluenced, and that a Comnterfeir ſou might be reſolved on to be ler 
up for Princeof Wales, as Common tame Contidently reported. 

The Colle&ions and Obſervations we have ſince made of the things that occurred during the Queens ſup- 
poſed pregnancy , andabour her Pretend=d delivery of this Sou, have made therruthof the Marcer io Plaine 1a 
ourapprehenſions, thatnow we no more{uſpe& but Conclude and believe this Pcetended Prince of Wales te 
bea Mcer Counterteir, and we hold itour duty to your Highneſs, ro our Comntry, andcothe whole Proteſtant 
Intereſt (this Child being er up againſt all theſe) to ſer before you all the emerials we have taken in tae whole 
Maztter, ſeveral of us having beca art laſt very near the Cowrr during the whote tranſaction. 

We crave leave t@ put your Highneſſes in mind , that betore we can convincingly ſer forth the ſpecial, 
and particular FaSs , and Circumitances that we have remarked in this matter , "tis neceſlary that we 
firſt remember and eyince the truth of ſome general Conclulions about the proofts and Evyideaccs wheres 


by 


2r0W4 
s Het- 
eſt ant 


Ir Ccat- 
Your 


r Pa- 


le of 


f fup- 


Popts 
me of 
pes 1 
orous 
revay® 
#berty 


Ir 1114 


, and 
HALers 
of the 
d that 
e mats 
fioth 
in her 
aage- 


tained 
$110 
orders 
ie rich 
: tholc 
eir Ca- 
1n all 
en her 


ard the 
$ clycr 
J York, 
ongmg 


r Hl. 7. 
Kirg Th 
Ce Vere 
andy LO 
vedand 
* /eſmits 
ef lup- 


change 
leſs the 
pollible 
our (= 
oO be ler 


ens lup- 
laine 1a 
[ales to 
oteſt ant 
2 whole 


ſpecial, 
that we 
; wheres 


by 


| (11) | 
by atrue Judgment ought to be made ofthis ſuppoſed Prixce ; and if your Highneſſes ſhall be clearly ſatisfyd 
inthe Truth of thoſe Concluſions, whereof we cannot doubt you may be tully convinced by them alone, 
withour further heſlication or Inquiry , that this ſuppoſed Prince ot Wales cannot be jultly judged by any 
kind ot Rwles of Zuſtice or Law whatſoever tobe in truth born of the Queen. + 
"The firit certain Concluſion tobe remembred is this, Thar bv the Univerſal Rules of Juſtice and Equity 
any C:ild of our Queens (that was expectedor hoped to be the Hezr of the Crown of three Kingdoms, and to 
puitpone or fer altdean undoubred Herreſsapparent, and alto the right Expectant ot a warli«c #rince, and 
Ovcrs Priuceſſes of the Blood) we lay, tucha Child ought to have been atteited to be born ot tae &ody of the 
©xeen of the perſonal certain knowledg of proper Miuneſſes \utable ro the cate and concern, inin great a 
namber, and of tuch unſpotted fame , undoubted Authority , and perte&t indifterency, that the Proctts of 
its Berth could never have been reaſonably drawn into douvr or queition, either in England or any other 
Chriſtian Kingdoms or States. 7... | 

A Sonot the Queens Body had naturally and really made an entry in the moment of his Birth, upon the 
apparcnt right otner Royal Highneſi: She had thereby rightiully ceaſed to be Heireſs apparent tothe Crown, 
and no Ruics of natural Czvil /#ſtice, nor the Law oi any Civil Government, will allow or ſuffer entrys to 
be made and perions to be outred of the Rights they apparently had in Z«#dgment of | aw, withour 
iuficicat proott cithcr of right Paramount ro theothers , or a determinaton of theie tormer Rights 
a; parent. 

; Our Englich Laws, and ſpecial Statutes tor that purpoſe, abhor any Entry upon theapparenr legal Kight 
ofanotuct, citherot the Will of the King, orofany Subjett ; the Admiſſion ot ſucha Practice isabſoluteiy 
dcitructiveot Propertyand all Civil Iuſizce and Government; it diſſolves the whole Civil Government, and 
Lurucsall intorlic contuled Courie of natural Right, whereſoever a Civil Government and Property is eſtabii- 
tied on Entry of Will upon the Legally apparent Right of others, withour ſufficient Maniteſtarion of 
their own greater or better Rights, is duectly contrary to Gods Eternal Law of all Kighteenſneſs among lt 
IliC its | 

Upou thele certain infallible Foundations we build our Concluſion , that this ſuppoſed Prince of 
Wilks, Born of the Body ot the Qxeen , ought by the Laws of England , the Fundamental Rwies of all 
Crvil iuſice and Government , and by the unalterable Laws of God to be maniteitly proved by them, 
that pretend it beyond all poſſible Conrradiction in ſuch manner as is deſcribed and ſpecityed in the 
prececding Conclufion, and ſuch proofts ought to have beenÞublickly divulged and made known to 
England and the World , betore his Patrons ought to have entred in his name upon her Royal 
Highn:ſſes Right in the /udgment of our Laws to be ſtiled and reputed the Herreſs apparent to the 
Croun of England , and to aflume ro him rhar Honor and Glory , which her Highneſs juſtlv had in 
England, and all the Kingdoms and States of Exrope to be apparently the next Succeſſor to the Crown of 
Enzland. | | 

'Uueltionleſs all the Civilized Kingdoms in the World, that are Hereditary, have purſued theſe princi- 
ples ot Juiliceand reaſon in their (ommmon Cuſtome, to have their Princes born inthe preſence of the Pronces 
of the Blood, the chictcſt Men of &elrgion , and the greateſt Nobles and Officers in the higheſt Tra/tstor 
the Kingdom , and the Ambaſſ adors and Miniſters of forreign Kingdoms and States. » 'That the Heirs of 
th6le gicar laberitances migit be to known and manitett that it mightnor be poſlible for any Contro- 
verlics to ariſe about their Births, and their being the Lineal Heirs ot the Reſpective Kingdoms, When« 
{vever Rights of any kind arc obtained mcerly by vertue of Birth , thoſe that claim them are* bound 
to prove by HMimmeſjes tutablc to the ReſpeQive Circumſtances of every Caſe , the reality of . their 
pretended Zirth at their Peril of being juitly excluded from the Rights they demand}; yer Juttice 
does not always require the like Witmeſſe? and clearneſſes of Teſtrmony about the Birth of al common 
Perſons, the Cucomitances of their cates being fo ditterent , that Witneſſes of fuch qualitys , and 
1" (uch anumber as may be lufficicat proof for thebirth of one Heir,may juſtly be judged in{utficientfor the 
birth of another. : 

Bur the Birth of the pretended Prince of Wales was attended with ſuch Circumflances, that Juſtice requi- 
red that his Birth of the Qxcen ſhould have been teftityd by a plenty of ſuch Mirneſſes as their proof mighr 
have unounted to the highelt degree of jCertainty that 1s poſſible ro be built upon humane Teſtimony z 
doubtlets the Circnumſtancesot his pretended Birth were very extraordinary. 

It was generally repured and believed that the Queen's (ickneſlesand infirmitys had difabled her to bring 
forth a living Ch:/d. 'The famous Phifitian Dr. W {5sſhewed that opinion to his Brethren of one of her 
Children when her Majeſiy was much ſtronger, ſaying, there were mala ſiaminavite, andthe popularopis 
nion therein was contirmed by ſeveral years experience. 

Ir was notorious that two hundred to one, throughout the Kingdom did not belicverthe report rhart her 
Majeſty was with Child, notwithſtanding all that was ſayd of it by the King and the Queen, andthe Prayers 
injoyued thereupon. : 

That her Myjeſtys pregnancy was as little believed in forreign Proteſtant Conntrys as in England ;, and 
Pamphlets were publiſhed in ſeveral Comnntrys as well as in England, that declared the Report ot the Queens 
be:ng with Child, robe nothing more then an Artifice ot the /eſwits, by thoſe hopes ofa Popizh Succeſſor to 
the Crown, toencourage their Catholicksintheir Deſigns, and to gain Profelires. | 

It was publickly known, that there was a jealouſy inthe greateſt part of the Kirgdom , that the Popyh 
Coxncils had deſigned roimpole uponthem a counterfeit Prince of W ales. 
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There were alſo Circumſtances about the nil ct this ſuppoſed Prince of another ſort and no leſs. impor- 
tant. It was the general opinion that the Security or Danger vt the Protellion of the Prot:tane Reltg;on, not 
only in England, but inall the Kingdomsand Statcs of Europe, would be tic criaia coniquence of her Ma- 
jeſtys bearipg or nor bearing a Prince of Wales. 

The Birth of ſuch a Prince was to be a great diminution of many Princes and Princeſſes in their Expectancy ana 
Primity to the Succeſſion ro the three Crowns, an threatned England with the Dargerand Mitery of tall, wu * 
under an Infagt Pri.ceinname, and in iruth underthe Domination of Rowe. 

All theſe ſpecial Cncumtltances attending the birth vf this ſuppoſe #r:nce of Hales being of ſuch nature, 
import aud pumber, asthe like never met together before in tae Expectations of the bicth of any Prince 1a 
the vorid. Intlis Caſe Natural Juilice common to sll Nations, an the practical reaſon of the ipccial Cuito- 
mary Law of Erglaud in the proof of Matters of tact, we lay , both umvcilal jultice andthe Peculiar Law 
of Ergland required udiſpertibly that there thould have been tuch pre per-proct that this ſuppoſed Prince 
was born of the Qxecen, as avas an{werable unto all the ſpecial Circumntances in the caſe, iuch proot as hall 
comprechended the objections that might arile trom every of them as tully as was poilible in the nature ot the 
things, that che 7#:#:170717 of his 641th might have becn tufficicnt to have ſatisfyed the molt jealousand diftrutte 
full about it in our 03y3 and torraigne Countrys, and to have remuycd all the prouvices againlt it that were 
knownto have beca ſpread far andnear by Common taine. 

Ir was ab{olutely neccilary in Juſtice, Law and prudence, to have had [uch proof of his birth as our preces 
Cent concluſion hath afleried;: that is, 

Thar there had ben Tefiimony otic, of perſonal and abſoluicly certain knowltedg, Womeato have tellifycd 
their Perional ght and perception of that very individual Ciild coming naturally our otthe Qucens womb and 
mento have witnefled their immediat free and ful figliit and inſpection of that very Child by the womens ali» 
ſtancein his pure racural nakednels, with all the known marks and tokens of his being juli ſeperate trom tiie 
womd, and from thoſe other things that are oatural to thebicth of a Cliil, rhe eftects of luch ſcparatio:2 
being there.vilible, . andimpoſſible to be indden, ſuch Teſtimony is always provided tor 1a te birth vt eyci y 
Frince of the bloo.Þ in France tho never ſo remoie fromthe Crown. 

That the wicnelles ot thoſe Matters had beca fitand proper witnelles, ſutable to the greatneſs ofthe Perſons 
and things that might bein queſtion,andto rhe valt Extenfive Conlequeuce tliat may inluerhereupun. Nauwre, 
or the hirkt light from God Created 1n the minds of maukind, dictated the equity of thole Roman 1nperial Las s 
that appointed thole which alerted ftyetiongy marriage to provetiiem by fitor proper and molt uuqueltionably 
witactics; moſt of the Writers about thofe Laws ſerve theinſclves thercin ot theſe Words (cverally, which 
we will tor ſhortneſs put together ; eAfatrimonium & filiationem quit aſſerunt,, debent, probarepertejies, ilg- 
neos ont Exceptuone majores,z they that alledge a marriage or a Child being by vertue whereot they claim, 
ouykt te prove it by witncflcs that are above or beyond all poſſible Exception ; in this cale there ought ty 
have been tuch fic witnctles that nothing could have beea objcdtcd againit chem in auy reſpect cither by Engliihe 
men or torreigners. 

Thatthe witneſſes that Law and prudence requircd of both {-xes, had bzen fic and proper in reſpect of their 
years, Or age, that the women had becn Matroas, whole gravicy and {obriety were tit Lo attract lome dccenr 
reverence fromthe men of like quality in their Expoling tothem nakedly ic works ot uatureas was inayoidabl y 
neceſlary. 

That they had bcen fit and proper in regard of their ſufficiency of knowledge and underſtanding inthe Mat- 
ters of Child-bearing, ſuch as kacw by Experience ail thole woiks of Na.ure in waat Manner the Mothers 
oughtto beand are Cuitomarily created in tacir real wravel and Caild bearing and immediacelyatterit, aud 
what are thenaturalSymptomsin the Mother, that Accompanies theic real bringing forth of a Child bctorc ir 
hath been its nacucal ciuae oi wine }lonths tn the womb, aud at its Que natural ting, and alloikeligus of a Cit 
pertcEtly grown in the woinb or broughttolight betoreits time of pertection;uc vas of necctlicy that the witucles 
had beep of ſuch knowledge and cxpericace in all thcle Matters, oc lo luſticiently informed about them by 
others of skill and faithtulneſs, thar it might have been Evident to the Kiny doin that luch witacttcs could nur 
be impoſed upon, deluded or deccived by aay Cuaning artifices to belicys Ulus pictended Price nave beea 

born of the Qzeen, it he were in truch luppolicions and Countrteir. 

The General Rules oft our Canon Liw required, rhat the Witnciles had beca publickly knownrto the 
Kingdom by their Perſons or tavir Naincs, their latereſts, concerus or linployments, our Funda.ncntfl 
Laws have taken carc that all matters oi Fact ihould bedccided by Jurys ot /tzc Neighbourhood where the 
Factsare done, that the Wiracſles, that teſtify them, may be kaownto the Jurors; and Fraud isalways (ut- 
pected if perloas unknown to tac Neighbourhood otthe Facts be protuced to \V izacts them , ualct thei 
be manifeſt reatun tor theirkaowlevg ofthe Factbearer then thole that were neer to the place, and knvwa 
to the Jurors. 

The reaton ofour Law is ofimpregaable forcein the caſe ofche ſuppoled Prince, that the WitneiTes of as 
Birth ſhould be prr{oas publickly known,0n whoſekaowledgrruth ani! credit the whole Kingdoin and the 

Chriftan World thouldrely ina matter ot ſuch vait conſequence,obicurc unknown perſons never pubhcaly 
named or heardot 1a thisor any toraign Kingdom, and avoveail obicureforaigacrs, French or [tal ans , or 
others, oughtnotto be deemed tit or compereart Witneſlesto fattsfieche Kingdom in this Fact: indeed whea 
Circumſtarces are conſidered, it will be evident that ihepretended Veltiunny oughtto berejected, anl 

if it be cfſc1cd, it juſtly puts a, prejudice upon their pretences in regard there was a whole Kingdom , 

belices ail the Eminent Miniſtersof Foraign Princes and States, out ut which Witnelles might have beeu 
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(12). | 
felefed that were publickly known and heard of by It the People, and the neceflity of it was never more 
{omanifeſtin any caſe, it being knownto his Majeſty and* his whole Court , that the Queens being with Child, 
was not generally believed either in Englandor Forergn Countries. ) 4 

Common fuſtice required that the Witneſſes had been fir and proper in reſpc& of their high diſtingiithing 
Quality, either that they had been dignified with ſome of the higheſt Eccleſia/t1cal Drgnitys as Arch-Bithopr, 
, | or Biihops, or had been by Birthor Creation of the degree of the greateſt Nobulity ot; the Kingdom, ot that 
, * theirextraordinary Worth had raiſed their Reputation, and had been honoured withthegreatand Eminenc 
" | Othces of Truftin the Realm. ; 

Our Lawsareimpartial to High and Lowin hearing the Teſt:monies of Mineſſes in every Gaſe, and there- 
;  toretheyduly conſider both the Circumſtances of every Fatt to beproved , and of every Witnels, and his Ca- 

pacityto proveit; our Laws indeed judge not Truth and [ntegrity to be annexed and 1ntailed to Dignity, No- 

bilicy or Greatneſs, yet they juſtly claimthe Teſtimonies of perions of great Dignity in the Church or of noble 
» | Birth,andraifed Knowledg and Fortunes, and independant upon others to be more tree fronexceprion (which 
| © this Caterequires) then thoſe that are of weak underſtandings without the advantage ot excellent Breeding 

and Inſtruction , or indigent and bound to depend upon Favour ot others tor their ſupport y like Nurſes and 

Aid wives, and other Servants. ; 

Therefore ( Cateris paribss ) (the Capacity and Probability of knowing the Facts and the [ndifferency of wit- 

nefſes of High and Low degree being equal) our Laws juſtly allow meſt weight and Credir tothe Teſtimony of 
. dignifyedandnoble Wirneſſes, and they are therefore required to prove the Fatt of a Princes Birth , where- 

upon depends the Rightand Title to Kingdoms to exclude the apparent Right ot one, and to put another into 
} poſſeſſion of theſame. 
| Our L«ws preſume Perſons of ſuch high degree to have greater ſenſe and regard to Conſcience, more ge= 
, _ neroſityand contempt of Falſchood, and more tenderneſs of their Honor than thoſe of Low Condition, and 
upon that preſumption Noblemens Affirmation upon their Honorare in many caſes accepted by our Laws in 
2 Hheuof their Oaths, unto which all others are obliged in the ſame like Caſes, and for that reafon their .Decla- 
rations of the Berth of a Prince without their making Oath thereof judicially, have been-as certainly rely'd 
upon by the Kingdom in the Deſcent of the Inheritance without Diſpure, as if they had ſworntheir knowledg in 
 theforms ot Jultice. 

Therearealſo other circumſtantial Reaſons (unto which our Laws have regard) for thegreatelt valueto be 
put upon the Teftimony ot the Nobility of both Sexes about the Sirth of a Prince they are molt accuſtomed to 
the preſence and conleryation of the Kimg and Queen. 464,118 

Such Ladysare juſtly preſumedto be treefrom too great awful Diſtances, Common to thoſe of lbwer Qua- 
lity, andto have more Audacity and Confidence to make {uch neer Approches to the Queen irher Travel and 
\ # bringing forth,as areneceſſary, that they may be ocular Witneſles that they have ſeen the Chili its very Births 
> _ and {uch Nobles are more bold and free totake ſucha tearching view of the Childin irs naked naturals as may 
by = them knowing Mirneſſes of its Birth, ang abſolutelycertain that they are nor deluded with a Swppoſiziont 

Child. 
M Such Noble Witneſſes are alſo known to have greater Obligations upon them then othersto preyentall poſ< 
: ſible Queſtions and DV:ſputes that may arileby any uncertaintigs about the Succelhon to the Crown , which may 
y - divide and deſtroy the Kingdom and their great Intereſt and Poſteretys; their Conditions and Fortunes are ſup = 
poſed by our Lawsto beabovetemptations by Bribes of Wealth, or Honowr, to connive at falſchood, or is 
ttoopto ſerve a Counterfeit Prince. 
Uponall theſe Conſiderations the Witneſſes of the Birth, of every Englich Prince ought to be of ſuch High 
4 - and Toble Quality; and it was known to have been infinitely; more neceſſary that the reaſon of our Lew had 
:: beenexaCtly obſerved in the caſe ofthis Suppoſed Prince, theneverit was ſince the ſowndation of the Kingdom ; 
1 [therenever was any ſuchoccaſion to have itopped the moutheat Publick fame , or to have ſhewsd the jultly jes- 
lous Subjefts that there was ſuch fir and proper Witneſs thatig Prince was now born of the Leen as were un- 
queſtionable withour any poſlible exception, wholerruth and fairhtulneſle might be relyed upon ſecurely. Z- 
: ticealſorequired for tull tecurity that there had been competent and ſufficient numbers of thole fit and proper 
.; Witneſſes, atleaſt thatthere had been ſo many of themas were able to obviateall ways and pratices of deceit, 
thatit could not have been {uppoſed to be poſliblethat a Fraud had been put upon them. / ;- irs 
\> | Thisſortof (avtion is always juſt and neceſſaryin the birih of our Princes, but inthe prelenzgaſe there could 
1 havebeennoboneft end, intention or pretence to have confind themiclves to a ſmall number of Witneſſes ' of 2 
Wi [2 wherein aKingdom, known to be filled with juſt ſuſpitions of. an impoſture tobe put upanthem z 'werers 
11. beſatisfyed meerly bythe Witneſesaverment, and a Noble Princeſs allo to be excluded from being Heyreſs ap- 
ic ſparenttothe Crown, TLRS-Ag ' # <F-, 
va | OurLawsrequire Mitnefies of fafranſwerable to the nature and Circumſtances ofthemy andalways require 
mple Teftimonys when the Partys thatare obliged to prove them, had ic in their powers «Mchoyce withour 
1is charge or burden to themſelves to have multiplyed their Mtneſſes to what number they had pleafed, and tould 
|, not be ignorant of the «ſefw/neſ7 or neceſſityotit, and yet more eſpecially if the faF were ſuckiwhereby Great 
ly |Benefit wasto accriie to them and Anſwerable Loſi unto others; in ſuchacaſc it would much abare the ſtrengeh 
gr jof the proofin the courſe of our Law, if there wereſuch a ſmall number of Witneſſes as might leaye room tor 
1c jany ebjefion of the leait doubt of the fat, | | ; 
1.1 | Theancient Reman [mperial Lawtin the Caſes of Subje#5,when there was « Poſthumss to be born that might 
2 , {excludeanother Heir apparent, We ſay, thoſe Laws in common natural Equity to prevent a ſappoſitious Child , 
cou appointed thirty days to be given tothe apparent "= , andall others whoſe Right was concernedof the oor 
ic» | peees 
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. (14) 4+ 
pe&ted time ofher Travel, anddelivery, that onthe behalfoi the Heirapparent, Wornen migat be ſenttobe 
preſent 10 ſee the Birth of the Child that might become the Heir ; that Law confined rhe number to five tree 
Women to be fo fent., allowing her that was to be delivered tohavealio tive Womev ot her own chuſing , an4 
no-more; ſothatthenumber to be preſent at herdclivery ſhould not exceed ren belides 1210 Afid wines, and [tx 
Maid Servants, that wereno Witnefles, 
This Rule was ſer down poſitively intHe Empire, as the Dictate of natural Equity and Prudence ; and a}- 


though England hath no poſitive written Law, that preſcribes any {et number of Friends to be Jene in ſuch 


a caſe by the Heirapparenr, to Tee the Birth ot fucha Child, yer the Cultom and Practice is in every iuch cate 
( tho? no Fraud befuſpected) to give notice to the next Heir, and that ſome oftheir Friends are cuttomary- 


Ivient (to what number they pleaſe) to be preſent atthe Brrth ofthe Child, that may bean Heir to the Ex- ' 


cluſion of another. 

That praQtice with vs is notof Favour, butof Legal Right, our Common Law generally Binds all thar 
ſer up a claim tO any thing that another hath, to give ſuch Notice of his pretenceas is necdtul to makel:15 
jultdefſenceithe cgn , and to prove the Fact whereby he claims by ſuch a number of Witneites as may put tie 
"fruth-of it our of dovbr to the Court of Judicaiure; but that number tn the Coutle of cur Law is Orcater 
or {maller , -accogdir2 to the Cauſe that appears of jealouſy or diſtruſt of the I ruth of the Fact pretended, 

Thele Rules of our Law, and the Reafor.s of them fully include the caſcof a Pretence of a Child ro 


be born to exclude-an Heir apparent, and it there were many known grounds oft (ſuſpition in any fuch cc 
| 3 P 


'"thetit was deligied ro fer up a ſappoſfriors Child , and anotorious Common tame otir, and no notice were 


given of therime expected ot the Childs Brrth, hoped to be Heir, tothethen Heir apparent, ortoany that 


had expcEances of the Inheritances. We lay, in ſucha caſe, by the Rules and Practices of our Laws, a {mall ' 


number of Witneſſes ofthe Brrth of a Child ought not to be believed , ſince they that ſhould claim for fuch 
a:Ch/ld might by due noticeto the Parties concerned have had ſuch H7:neſſes:as had pur the Cinlas Birth 
beyondall queſtion. 

Certainly bythe reafon of our Common Law, there ought to be a much greater number of Witneſes of 
the Birth of every ofour Princes, then of the Birth of the Swubjetts Heirs, but our Law requires that the 
Bixth of this prerended Prince of Wales (hould have been proved by a greater nuwiker of Aitneſies then was 
ever needful herarofore, in the caſe of a Prince; there ought to have becn fo many fit and proper Perfons 
preſent at his pretended Birth, that it might have been manifeſt to all that had heardit, that the yes of {© 
many Witneſſes of ſuch Condition, knowledg and Judgment could not have bcen deccived in whatthey had 
teſtified tro have known, and ſeen ; the number ought to have been ſo conflidcrable , that there could have 
becn-no rexfonableSuſpition, thatſo many of both Sexes, and:of various Dignities, Honours and Intereſts 
(anCſome of them of Conſanguinity with the former Heireſs apparent) had made a Confederacy amovg(t 
them(elves troabuſe the Kingdom witha Counterfeit Prince , andthat lomany had kepteach others Council in a 
Frand and Falſehvod {o odious and injuri6ns. oy | 

-It had been common Prudenceas well as 7uſtice to the Realm , that the Witneſſes of the Birth had been very 
many, that amongſt ſuch a N»mber ſorhc of themmight have been known in one Part of the Kingdom, 
and others 1n another Part , and that fome of their Names and Qualities might have been known in Foraign 
Coxnries, and for that Reaſon'the Mrniſters off Foraign Prince; (according to Cuſtom) ought to have been 
fome:of, the Hirnzfſes; the Peoples knowledg bf the Names, Qualities or, Perſens of the Mimeſſes had 
much-conducedto their tuller aſſurance of the Truths z n would have appeared to them rucredible and ai- 
mokksmpoſſible that the Integrity: of fuch and ſo many M irneſſes could have been attacked cither ſeparately or 
jorntly. 
<A thecontrary,  ſeeing\Cr//o1m and Law requiredp good number of fic and proper Hitmeſſer to have male 
up a Teſtimony of the Birth of a Prince, that might have been truely (aid to haye been 0971s Exceprione mains , 
above all poſlible Objections aginit ir; and ſeerngthe wit of man cannot invent a reaſon why the King and the 
Patrons of this preteiided Privice-of Wales did not Þrivide ſuch apple and unquettionable T cſts220nys, that he 
was born of the.Queen;,: when'thcy could not be' ignorant that it was the voice of common Fame in England and 
Feraign Ceuntriesz: that her Majeſties Conception bf a Child was meerly Fiflirions ,and that a (nppoſitsous Prince 
was.deligned, aid ſceing.no Excuſeor Pretenceis publiſhed for the neglect or Failer of ſugha Teſtimony of his 
bjrth:; elay (theCircumitancesot the Caſe beifg confidered) its moit unjult to expecttior demand of Your 
Highneſs, oratthe Peopledt England, or of Foraegners, a belief and acknowledgment that riiis pretended 
Prenceot Walazwanborn of the Queen. Chet FS ATR - 

As our:Commen Law infortns us , who arc fir and proper Himmeſes, whoſe Teſt:menies ought to be re- 
ceived in this Caſzz'and in the proof of all matters of Fact reſpeEively, ſorhe ſame declares who are deemed 
to be uvfit andiddabled to be Witneſſes in all rhe'various and reſpettive Queſtions of Fatt, it thews wicle 
Teſtrmoxies ought not to be heard, and myehleſs believed 1n divers forts of Fits that comgintequeltion; 


ikyzour H/raand .thc Kingdoms be told of the preſence of ſack es to have been at the Zirch. of this pre- | 
rended Prince ,i Mrought not by our Laws to be accompred Witneſſes, nor their avermenrs in the cate to | 


be heard: by your:#/s. or the Kingdom, and muchle(s ro be allowed to be of-agy Validiryja the Common 
courſe of ours Conrts-of 7udicarure; if Partits concerned tO prove a Fat? de know ingly offer tor Wit 
neſſes {uch as our Laws rejeftin the Fafs in queſtion , itturnsto the prejudice of xheir other proot; we arc 
thereterc obliged to acquaint your Highnefſer with the eAtons, Qualities, Reſpetts and (iroumftances hat 
have diſabled many by torce of our Common Law. to be heard as Wiineſes of the Birth ot this preteuded 
Prince of Wales: = | 


Fult, owr Laws utterly disable all Thoſe to beheard in the Cale that have received either gifts of Sm | 
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or Honexry, or any other Reward or Benefits PS 5... for their pretended Aſiiſtanceabour his Birth, or 
by reaſon or occaſion of that pretence; ®tis the (ommon Prattiſe of our Law , that when a Witneſs 1s pro® 
duced, the adverſe Party may examin him upon his Oath wherher he hath had Aoney or other Reward, or 
Gift , dereftiy or mdireftiy, tor of by rexfon of the matrer in queſtion, or trom the Party in whoſe behalt he 
is produced to teſtify, or from any of his Friends; it he cannot acquir himſelt thereot by his Oath, tho” 
it cannot be proved againſt him, our 1mpartral Lary denics fuch a perion nor only to bepar::alin the Caſe, i but 
errapred, and bribed, and #r:1w03ihy to be heard 

Our Law will not admit thote to be A7:neſſes for the Birth of this ſuppoſed Prince of Wales, that have 
any Promiſe, Expetlation or Hopes of any Advancement, Ofice, Place, or Benefit by or under him, it he 
thall be recer»c>& and allowed by the Kingaomiobe Prince of Wales z they that cannot purge themlelves by their 
Oaths from all fuch Promiſes, Expetrations 1nd Hopes, are not in the /#dgment of our Law perſons indiffe- 
rent and #nconcerned in the Evencof the Marter in queſtion, norfit to be heard as M'srneſſes, their Teſti- 
n:ontes being parily tor themſelves and their own Benetic; and theallowance of ſuch Teftimwontesin Judica- 
inre weuld 11 contequence ſubvert all Civil Juſtice and Government. Our Law excludes all from being H:r- 
neſſes to ſupport the prerence of the ſ#ppoſed Prince of Wiles, that have ſuch dependance on the Patrons 
and. Alaimaimers of him, that they are 1n danger of dammagecand loſs by them of any kind, it they ſhould 
d6:{\pIcafe rhaemin their Teſfimeny. Our L205 judgeall ſuch not tobetreeand of their own Ryzzht in the Caſe, 
bur boundto lerve and pleaſe the Patrons of the Cauſe, and therefore preſume that they may be corrupted 
by fear ot looting the Advantages they love, it chey ſhould impartially declare the whole Truth and nothing 
burthe T ruthof the matter. 

Our Lawslcck to know the naked and entire 'Trath of all Fa#s that come into legal queſtion or Conteſt, 
and will not admit of any to beMitneſſes ot them, unleſs they appear to be free from Fears of any Preju- 
dicetothemiclves by ſpeaking the Truth impartially. We areinforced by the Concern of all the Proteſtants, 
to ſpeak moreplainly than we would; we mult ſay, that all that hold Offices of Prefit and Honour during the . 
Kings Wi, are bythe Laws of Eng/and excluded gut of the Number of fit apd competent Witneſſes about the 
Birth of this Child, whom his Majeſty hath proclaimed and maintainsto be Prance of Wales ; our good Laws 
havreregard to human infirmicies, and will not put a temptation upon men to fufter them to be Mitneſies in 
matters, wherein they may damuity themſelves in the loſs of their Ofhces , it they happen to diſpleaſe their 
Maſter in tus concern in the cale, by teſtifying clearly the whole Truth of it ; they are nor free in the Iudg- 
ment of our Zaws, to ſpeak the 1 ruth without Fear, and for that reaſon are nor to be received by the King- 
dom as Witneſies in this Cale. 

Our Laws will ncver 2llow or ſuffer any co be Witneſſes in this Caſe, who are knownor may beproyed to 
have Evmity or Prejudice of any kind upon any account whatioever to her Royal Highweſs ,againit whom moſt 
immediately this ſ#ppoſed Prince contends, She ——_— moſt unqueſtionably the Heir «pperent of rhe 
Crown, andjuRly fo remaining until the Kingdoms ſhall be ſatisfyed by a ſufficient Number of {awful Witneſſes, 
that thereis a Prinee born whereby her claim to the next Succeſhon ſhall be poſtponed ;the queſtion of Fact 
to be decided by Aitneſſes is apparently berween her Roya/ Highneſsandrhis ſuppoſed Prince; aud *cis an illegal 
unan{werableand concluſive Exception agaivſt any to be received for Witneſſes againſt ber in his behalf, that 
they are declared Enemies to her, and the proſeſſed Proteſtant Religion ;the deſtruction whereof they are bound 
in Conſcience to endeavour , ani tor that reaſon ſuch known Enemies to her right of Succeſſion to the Crown, 
thattheir Chxrch have decreed and declared her R1ght, aid the Right of all Proteffamts to any Authorities 
to beablolutcly forteited to the Papsfts for Proteſtants Herely. 

[t caonot be denyed, thatallthat are ſincerely Roman Catholicks, and believetheir own Charch, do judg 
Her Royal Highneſ to be an Excommunicated Heretich by their Chareh, andthat al her Rights in poſlef- 
lion and revertion are thereby confiſcated, and that theyare all obliged by the Law of their Church, in Con- 
{cience of their Ke/zgton, and by the hope of Pardon of their tins, rodefeat and deſtroy by all ways and meanes 
in their Power all her Precenfronsto the Deſcent of the Crown upon her, andto aſliſtts the inveſting the Right 
to theSucceſlion in a Koman Cartholich, We might here add, that our Englith Papiſtsareallin Union and Com- 
munzon withthe Pope , as appcars by his Nantio in London, and hcis by the antient Lawsand Statutes of this 
Realm declared the Publiich or (ommon Enemy of the Kingdom ncer two hundred years before Henry 
tie Eighth. 

Tis manifeſt that the Engli-h Papiſts are declared Enemies to Her Royal! Highneſſes Right in this Caſe 
between her and the pretended Prince of Wales, and therctore by the Laws of Englandthey cannot be W it- 
neſles of the Fact in queſtion, ncither ought their Teſtsmontes therein to be oftered rothe Kingdom ro Delude 
the People. 

The (vil Laws (o fully concurs with onr Common, Laws in rejeting Enemics to be Witneſles in the 
caule ot their Enemy, that it denicsro give credit to what they may reſtity in the cauſe of their Enemy with 


their dying Breath atter they have received the Exchbariſt, that is the General Concluſion of the Drs. of that 
| Civil Law, Tnimicus etiam {i in articulo mortss conſtitutus, & accepiſſet Enchariſtiam repellitur a teſtimonto 


eau/2 ſus imimici. We mention this chiefly to ſhew , that 'tis not oniy by our Engl:1h Laws that our Papiſtsare 
rejedted from being Wirnefles of this Birth of this pretended Prince againſt her Koyal Hſs. but by the antient 
approved Rulcs of the Civil Laws that they generally. acknowledg, and by the ludgment of their own 
Dottors. 

Herein are only ſet forth to Your Hf. the Laws of England, that you may juſtly infiſt upon as your 
Right to prevent the Church of Romes conſpiracies againſt you : we refle& not on the credit or truth of 


ary Roman Cathelick, Lords, or ochers, in giving their Teſtimonies in Maucers of private Intereſts, wherem 
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L-: FORS1 | 
the cauſe of their Church isnotin queſtion , and the Laws of their Church bind them no toeither party ; but 
firce theyare bound in this cale to be Enemzesto her Rojal Highneſs, onr Law will not allow them to be bc - 
lieved to her prejudice, and they mult openly renounce that common Honeſty to which they pretend it they 
offer themſelves to the Kingdomto be competent Mimeſſes againlt ber in behalt of rhis precended Prince, 
when they are 'confcious tothemfelves, that not only our Laws but n4:ra! juſtice and Equity abhors tuch 
ratt tice, 

: We muſt fay with all due reverence, and moſt humble ſubmiſſion, that Orr Laws will aot allow that rhe 
Declaration, or Teftimony ot his « Majeſty , orthec Queen thould beaccepre.!, and believed inthis caſeas /x3v- 
al prooff, tharthis pretended Prince was born of the Queen ; "tis ſufhcicnt tor us , that our Laws vill not 
iufter our Kings to delcend intothe Place of Witneſſes, they will cor admit them to teltity cheir own knou' - 
tedge of the fats in any cale whatioever Criminal or Civil; but there1s abundant realon allo from nataral E. 
quityand Ciwil juſtice that the Kingdom (ſhould not receive and rely upon the Korgs Affirmation about the 
B:rth of this ſuppoſed Prince ; their eAlajejties have publickly Elpoulicd his Caule tor their own in all rc- 
ipe&ts, and none on Earth, Kzngs orſubjects, may Jultly expect, or be ſuffered to ſupply the Place of 4 ;r. 
eſſesin their own caſe ince Civil Government 15 cltablithed ; it chey might lawfully be their own prooff tor 
rheir cauſe, they might as Juſtly be Z«dges of their own proofs, which in Conſequence would turn up the 
foundations of Civil Government; oue of its chicteſt original intentions beingrto introducea courſe of /uſt:6e, 
that none might betheir own /#dges. 

Wewould not {peak thus plainly if ir were Juſily avoidable, we caſtno Scandal hereby upon his Majeſty, 
or any way come aear the crimeof derrattion, we barely relate the Law of Engtard in this cafe of his A7a- 
Jcjties affirmation ot the Brrth of this pretended Prince , that it hath not the force of legal prooff,, or of the 
7 eſt1mony ot one legal Witneſs, and bis Avjeſey is obliged in 7#/{ice and Honor by his office and oath not roim- 
pole —_= his ſ#bjetts to believe, and rely upon hes affirmation, orWord, in this caſe(nor onthe Oneen's , 


that's heceflarily included in his ) he cannot delirethe People diftulively to change their anrzent cuſtoms and * 


Lawsto {ubſtitate their Kings Words, or Aſertions inthe Rooms of ſworn legal Witneſſes to prove the Mat- 
tcrs of the #ig he/t moment about the Government. 

Itthe King4om thould allow the Affirmation of their Kings to be ſufficient ro make a [a7 ful Prince of Hules 
without {uct H/meſſes of his Birth as our Law requires, they ſhould conſent to Change the antient Con- 
ftitution of the Engletzh Monarchy, and ſo deliroy the eſtablithed legal ſeeurity of their freedom and Eſtates 
The Laws of England in this caſe are not diſſonant from the Laws of orber Kingdoms and the moſt abſolute 
Empires; the (ivil Law now received in molt Chriftian Kingdoms, that was ſo addapted to abſolute Go. 
verniment that it was oue of its principles, that principss verbum prolege habendum eſt, the word of the Prince 
was to be taken for aLaw; we ſay, that Law never aſcribed abſolute credit to the Princes eAfſirmations 
of Matters of fa# wherein the Swbjeits Rights were concerned , it paſſeth for a rule of that Law in 


ſuch caſes, princeps tmdiſtinite non creditur-, the Emperor is not to be believed intirely without limitari- | 


ons and reftriftions , in his affirming Matters of fat? relating to his Subjefs legal Intereſt and ſecyri- 

Frys, | 

n Thelearned Doors in that Law determin , that the Emperors Affirmation that a ſubjeft hath commit. 
ted Trealon, or Rebelicon againit him, ought' not to be believed, or taken for a proof; they ſay exprel- 
ly, Regs fides non adhibetar ſi aiteſtatur talemfniſſe proditorem ; likewile if he pretends and declares a cauſe 
why he deprives any ſubjett , or fexdatory of his /ntereſt, he isnot tobe believed, there muſt be proof, an 
the partys Intended to be prejudiced mult be cited and heard in their defence. 

They Generally relolve, that whena K#ng aflerts or atteltsany thing to theprejudice ofanother, heis nor 
to be therein believed, eſpecially when his Affirmation is tor his own advantage, andtothe ſwhjetts dammage, 
or snconventence; theie arc their Words quando ex aſſertione princips zpſe principaliter ſentiret commodum © 
ſubditi incommodum tam ip/i princips non creditar. 

The Emperor Henry 6. of Germany had a due ſence of the 7uſtice and reaſon of the Law herein about the 
year 1200. he did not Expect that the People thould believe the Affirmarions of himſelf, and his Empreſs 
(orftantia about the Birthot a Prince whom there was a ramor and ſ#/puion that Conſtaniia was palit her 
ageot Childbearing, and feigned 4 great belly ; he gave the People plenuitul prooff by Mrneſes more then 
reaſon required, he prepared a moſt publick Place wherein the remained expecting her time of delivery Yen. 
tre Cuſtedits, with publick warchers, or keepers, that no ſwppoſitions Child might poſſibly be Conveyed to 
her, andthere in the gh: otthe People of the City, and all the Matrons, that would and.could poſlibly ap. 

| preach her ( none being Excluded ) the brought torth a Prince , that was aſterwards:chaſen Emperor Fre. 
derickthe 2d. 


[t x: were needtul we could ſhew Yowr Hſs. that the Honor and Security of our Royal Family of England | 


with the peace-and ſatety of the Kingdom were intended in the (onftirution of our Legal Monarchy in 
' ſuch manner, that the Kings ſhould not have Power at their will ro —_— the ſucceſſion, or by any 
meanes prevent the 4eſcent ot the (rown tothe next in blood; bur if the Kingdom thould believe his Ma- 
Jeſtys Affirmation of this ſuppoſed Princes Birth without prooff thereof, according to the Laws and Cuſtoms 
of England, the next ſuceeſſion werereally and attuatly theteby put out ef the Legalcourſe, and referred to 
the 2wi/ of the King, which is in efteCtro make the Crown patrimonial, whereas by the Law: and Cuſtoms of 
Enzland the right tothe Crown deſcends to the nextot Blood, and the Succeſſor is molt properly to be ttiled 
the Heir of the Kingdom by force of the Kingdoms Laws, and cannot be defeated of the Succeſſion by any 


Att of the Predeceſſor; it therefore the King thould gain fo vaſt a"power by impoling on the People to be- | 


licye his Azteſtation 07 this ſuppoſed Prinees Birth , *us manitelt that natural /»ſiice as well as the Law of 
Eng- 


my 


prets 


CL EL 


' 
(17) 4 
1t | England makes it of no force oreffe& to the prejudiceof her Royal Highneſs in her Eſteem of being 


P the Heireſs apparent of the Crows. 
ry We belicve the /efwirs and other maintainersof this ſwppoſed Prince will claim (as is their common 
"= practice) againſt theſe our Laws, whoſe force dereCtsand{defeats their impoltures, they will pretend thar 
-h { Tis unreaſonable to expecta Teſtimony of his Birth from ſuch Witneſſes, and in ſuch manner agare here- 
in deſcribed excluſive of all Roman Catholicks, but the reaſon and wiſdom of theſe Laws are irreliſtible, 
1 } and its a great Circumſtance, ſhewing their guilt thar they are difpleaſed with the Laws that prevent - 
” Falſechood and Impoſtures, and require proofs ot Fats as clearas the Sun. 
OX The juſt and innocent are neveroftended at any Law, that provide tor Truth and Righteouſneſs, they 
"= cannot but be conſcious to themfelves, that it was more caſic to have provided ſeach Witneſles as our Laws 
M requires of a Princes Birth thento have had ſuchas they provided, that would Counterteittobe Spe&ta- 
ke | tors, andbe content (as'cisnow ſaid they were) to ſee nothing of the Fatt of which they were to be put- 
e- | bliſhed to the Kingdom to have been theknowing Eye Witneſſes. | 
bh. | Tis notorious that the preſence of ten of the Proteſtane Nobilry of either Sex and other perſons of 
or þ\ Eminent Quality might have been as eafily procured as one of the Catholicks, if it had been intended 


he | to deale Juitly and fayrly with the Kingdom, and they know that the Proteftants throwout Europe \ 
| (notthe Papiſts) wanted and deſired farisfa&tion about the Queens great belly and her delivery, the ſufpi- 
| rions of a Comnterferr Prince were ſtrong amongſt them , and decryed by all the Papiſts , they knew 

y, | the Friends andthoſe of Conlanguinity with her Royal HF. were as ready to attendit they had been called as : 

{z. | any Cathotick whatſoever; and they werenot ignorant that C uſtom, Law and Nataral 7uſtice required, that 

he + Convenient notice ſhould have been given to her Royal Highneſs above all orhers ot rhe Expe&ed'timg 

mn. } of the Queens Delivery, that ſuch Noble Matrons as she had thought Neceſlary might have been ſEntto 

>, © have Continually attended neer her Majeſty , and to have been impartial Witneſſes of the Birth beyond 

aq - Exception: they underſtood the cuſtome of calling Embaſſadors to be preſent at the Queens Delivery, 

; and thata Common fame of a deſigned Impofiare was ſpread in forraigne Proteſtant Conntrys , and that 

there were Envoys and Publick Miniſters from ſome of them, Eſpecially that the Dzrch had an Embaſ- 
le; | ſadorthere, and Expected to have been called : they know that thoſe Proviſions for legal, unqueſtion- . 
able proot of the Birth that was pretended, had been no hindrance of the preſence, or afliſtance ot as 


= many Papifts of each Sex as Her Majeſty had deſired , andshe might have as intirely depended upoh 
vte Aheir only help, it ir had been her pleaſure, as if thoſe lawful Witneſſes had nor been preſent. | 
ay The Popi:h Conncels delude his Majeſty, if they perſwade him that any pleas of Inadvertency , NegleF, 
nce | Or Ignorance canſatisfy the Kingdoms initead of the proots in the Cafe that the Cuſtom and Eaws of Ex- 
ons | gland require; *tisa Rule of our Law that none ſhall make advantage of their own lachez, rhaz is theit 
:1 | PFailers orneglects of whar they oughtto have done; leſs evidence isnever to be accepted inour courſe of 
os | | —_ _ ER -+--—_ the Party concerned wasnegligent in ſeeking it, or ignorant, when he mighthaye' 
., * known his duty. | 
why { We > na Your Highneſs in reading this may be farisfyed in the Truth of our farſt Preliminary Con# 
ir. | cluſion, which is neceflary to bealways remembredin order to a juſt Judgment tobe made of this ſuppoſed 
ef. | Princeof Wales, and of the things proper to be done by Yowr Highneſs , by reaſon or occaſion of hispre= 


rencesz we doubr not Towr Highneſs will clearly perceive what you may in juſtice demand of his Aajeſty 
1n4 © 1a the Caſe, preſerving nevertheleſs a moſt prows ſenſe of fillial Duty. 
We may more remember Yoxr Highneſs , that asthe caſe now appears, no acknowledgment of that pre- 


nor | Fended Prince can juſtly be n—— ot Tonr Highneſs by his Majeſty. Its contrary to Juſtice and our 
ge Laws , thather Royal Highneſs ſhould depart from her place and clam of Heireſs apparent tothe Crown, 
*:5 and reſign it roa Child, who is not yet lawfully witneiled to have been born ot the Queen. We theres 


; fore put your Highneſs in remembrance of a ſecond Concluſion fit tobe premiſed in this Caſe as an ab» 
' ſolutecertainty tobe inſiſted on; that is, 

reſs | _. Thar neither the Laws of England, norany natural or Civil Juſticedo require of your Highneſ7 any 
hee | kind of Teſtimonies'or proots, that the pretences ot this ſuppoſed Prince of Wales are talſe and feigned,or that 
| he was not born of the Queen. 

-.n | Wholoever claims to bethe naturaland legitimate Son of any Family , its wholly and folely incum< 


ba | bent on him, to prove it by the Laws and Cuſloms of all Civil Governments , and by the manifeſt Light 
ap» of Nature; thote two Rules of the Civil Laware adopted by all Countries into their courſes of Judi- 
Dee | cature, Qualem quis ſe facit , pro fundamento intentionis ſue talem ſe debet probare; and, Filins qu peut 


| hereditatem tanquam filins debet probare filiationem ;it Sonſhip or other quality or relation be theground 
414 | Of a demand, that Foundation muſt be always proved by the demandant; if he that pretends robe Heir 
by his Birth to any inheritance, fayls of ſuch ſufficient Witneſſes as the reſpeftive Laws of Coun- 
rries require to prove his proximity of Blood, thereneedsno Teltimony on the part of thoſe that deny 


bs his Linial Deſcent. The Courſe of the Law of England is known to moſt Englichmen in the Tryal of 
1s | all claims by Birth; the claimant is always pur roprove all that he ſets forth of his Deſcent in his De= 
d to | ©laration, and the leaſt defeR of proof 1s fatal to his proceſs if the Defendant perceives the plantif ro 
of | want ſufficient legal 'Teftimony of his Deſcent and Birth, henever troubles the Court with proots on his 


tiled | bebalf, *ris enough forhim that denies the Deſ#ent pretended, to ſhew the inſufhcieacy of the Witneſſes 
and thdir Teſtimony produced to prove it. 


be. | Towr Highneſs is not obliged either by'our Laws or Natural Juſtice, to have Witneſles to prove the 
» of | pretended Prince of Wales to be an /mpoſture, Her Royal Highneſs having been the legal acknowledged 
Eng- E Hereſs 
l 
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(18) 
Heireſ; apparent of the Crown. Unleſs ſuch Lawful Witneſſes that he was born of the Queen, were known 


and publithed as did ſatisfy the Kingdom, neither your Highneſs nor any Princes or States may in juſtice | 2 
acknowledg his pretences, her Royal Highneſs ought to remain in the efteem of the Kingdom, and of | " 
all Princes and States as the Heyreſs apparent of the Crown, at leaſt until a Prince ſhall be legally known | 3 
and declared; and*risamanifeſt wrong to your Highneſs, to the Kingdom,and to all the Proteſtants Intereſt, | 4 
to tuffer this ſ#ppoſed Prince ſilently and ſubmiſſively without publick Complaint of the wrong , tro | + 
aſſume the.Name ot Prince and Heir apparent to the Crown, | v 
W hen the Popich League endeavourcd to ſet aſide the claim of your Highneſs's Anceſtor Henry 4. to the | " 
Crown of France, and proclaimedthe (ardinal of Bulloign to be King, he ſent Agents ro the Pope (tho | Þ 
he was then a Proteſtant) and to all the Princes and States of Chriſtendom, to manifeſt himſelf ro be the 
right lawtul Heir of that Crown, and the Yenetian State (to his vait advantage) conteſted it with the l 


Popes Nuntio that they ought ſo toacknowledg him becaulc itappeared that he was the right Heir. 

His Right indecd was to be King in poſſeſſion , but there is the like reaſon and juſtice to ſupport her | 
Royal Highneſs Title to the Crown in Rever/ion, ſince another is ſet up , and declared throughout the h 
World to be the right Heir of it , immediately after his now -Maje/?z. *Tis undoubtedly juſt and reaſonable | 1 
for her to demand, and expe, that the pretenders Birth (ſo much and ſo juſtly ſuſpeted) ſhould be | #B 
made manifeſt to the Kingdom by Witneiles , without exception according to the Law and Cuſtom of England 
and to natural Equity, | 

It may be of dangerous conſequence, to ſuffer a falſe Opinion of him in the Kingdom, and the World, | h: 
to gain ſtrength by time, and neglc&: yet neither Law nor Equity puts any burden of proof in the Caſe | fu 
open Your Highneſs : *ris only incumbent upon Your Highneſs, to declare the wrong to your Selues and the | C 
Kingdom by the pretended Prince, and to take care that no illegal imperte& or fallacious Teſtimony in the 
Caſc be invented or obtruded upon your ſelves and the Kingdom to ſupport his pretences , her Royal High- | fig 
neſsclaim and right to bethe next in Reverſion after his now Majeſty in the legal deſcent of the Crown, ought | in 
to ſtand unthaken , and unquettionable in the Judgment of e&r Law and the Kingdom, notwithſtanding | mi 
any thing tothe contrary, that hath been kitherto lawtully publiſhed or declared. wa 
We cannetdoubt, but'is here made manifeſt that your Highnels publick refuſal ro acknowledg this pre- | no 
tended Prince of Wales may be built upon ſuch ſure Foundations of Law —_— as can never be overturned; | he! 
we would not therefore trouble your Highneſs, with all the Circumſtances of the Caſe which we have remarked | rea 
in our Obſervations, that make it to us not only improbable, but ineredible , that he was born of the Queen, | 
Since*ris not poſlible for us toſend Witneſſes perſonaly to prove to Your Highneſs every circumſtance that cor 
wehavenoted,..and *tis not juſt that Toxr Highneſs ihould take them up upon unknown Authority, ſince we | mig 
cannot in prudence ſubſcribe our Names to this Memorial , nor ſo much as the Names of our Wirneſſestothe | plei 
FaQts, ſince the Proof of the Circumſtances can never be a Foundation of politive unqueſtionable certaitity, | all 
but can only ſerve to make the Falſchood and Jcſuitical contrivance in this Impoſture more infamous and 9+ | gav 
dious; fince'tis undeubredly Towr Highneſs Intereſt never todepart from the manitelt Principles of Law and | tod 
Juſtice, whicypurit wholly and entirely upon the Maintainers et the ſuppoſed Prince to prove him to be ſuch | mil 
as they pretend withthe higheſt humaa certainty that can be acquired by Witnelles, andto the Kingdoms full | met 
Satisfaction, [ro | 

Andlince*tis notoriouſly known that aboveall others of the Roman Church, the Peſnites (which in this | mu 
matter will moſt earneſtly contend againſt Towr Highneſs) have the greateſt cffronted Confidencetodeny and | gar. 
fortwear Maiters.of Fat however certainly proved and known, and they would be glad to have any thing | \ 
offered in this Caſe that might give them room, or a poſlibility for diſpute and ſeeming doubtfulneſs of Fatt, | qui, 
that they might obſcure the Truth , and deceive ſome of the People with their Equivocal Afhrmation and | ly E 
5 0a Cavills at Toxr Highneſs Witneſles, or their Teſtimonics ana their bold afleverations of Falſe- 

oods. 'mt 

Upon all theſe Conſiderations we ſhall reftrain from the relation of many very pregnarit Circumſtances Pro: 
that we had colleRed, which if they were taken jointly in their natural Order and due Connexion, would by | with 
their noited force ſtrongly induce impartial Iudges to conclude, that the Queen could not be the Mother of | thro 
the ſuppoſed Prince. ; with 

We could give very great circumſtantial aſſurances to Towr Highneſs, that there never was or appeared to | that 
be any reaſonable natuwl Grounds for a belief that her Majeſty had conceived a Child, She never had the firſt | have 
moſt natural, known, andcommon ſign ot Conception; her menſes profiuvium, or Termes, continued their | fant! 
uſual uncertain Courſe as formerly duripg the whole time of her pretended great belly; She did not cons |favo! 
ceal that it was with her after that manner of Women in her journey ro Bath, nor that they continued ſome |duſtr 

_ days after the King left her there; andall the induſtry uſed atterward tohidethem in their Seaſons, proved in- ilafed 
—_— becauſe thoſe things.come to the knowledg of more then were made privy to the whole Lmpoſture _ 
eligned. 

Her Majeſty having not that natwral Sign of her Termes flopping, whereby Women uſually conclude parts 
themſelves to have conceived, from whence She could make a reckoning, it ſeems by the Kings Speech in Þath | 
Council, that Their 244/t3s had both thought fic to publiſh her C<.nceptionto have been at the time of þnd t{ 
the Preſent made to the Lady's Image at Loretta, upon the Kings returi\ to the Queen at Bath, mbic 

It was then roo {oon for them to be provided of a ſuppo/itions Child, and ſo might name any time they plea» Exten 
ſedof her Conception, and then ſeek for a Child that might agreewithic, and it appeared pious and great, 4n074 
16-make her Conception one of the Miracles of the Lady's Image,tho it happened Vnluckly afterward , tha they} All 
- ld ag make the times ot her (onception and ſuppoſed delivery to agree with natures molt conſtant time 01 #ne the ca 
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The Confidents and Advifors about the Impoſture hearing the voice of Common Fame upon:the Kings 
Declaring when the ſappoſed new born Child was ſhewn , that he had nowa Son a ftrong and lively Prince, the 
meanelt child bearing Woman that were difintereſſed, ſaying thereupon in mockery , that ſuch a child of 
about Eights Months was as great a Afiracle as the Queens Conception had been reported; welay , the Confi- 
dents fearing it might make the whole ſtory leſle credible and help ro deteR the traud , they have perſwaded 
her Majeſty to declare that she had miſcounted the time of her Conceiving the Child, and that she knew 
very well, that She was with Child before her uſe of the Bath, by this new reckoning they thought thar it 
might be affirmed, that the Child was born at his due time , and might be ſtrong, nd lively, as his Majeſty 
had ſayd, and they thought, it an caſy ſham to ſay Women miteckennd very often. 

But, it was unhappily forgotten. that her Majeffy had continued and expreſlely affirmed her firſt reckoning 
ſeveral weeks after her pretended delivery it was forgotten that it was known ſufficiently that her Majeſty 
had her Termes in her | waz to Bath, and four days after the Kings going from thence, which was a ma- 
niteſt proof that there was then no Conception; it was not confidered thatif it be truth that the Queen knew 
her ſelf to have then conceived as she hath lately declared; then it cannot be a milreckoniog , and the mea- 
neſt Ph;/itian she had at Bath would have told-her, that if she had imagined a conception as she now ſays, 
Bathing would probably deftroy the Embrio. | 

It was not well remembred how the King had declared with her Maje/tys privity the miracle of the time of 
her conceiving quite inconſiſtent with her now account, neither was ir thought of in the now Council , how 
her Majeſtys rrwth and Honor ſhould be ſaved in her contrary Stories, of the time of her conceiving even 
ſince her ſuppoſed delivery ; but weneednot mention that, fincethe world knows how little regard the 7eſaite 
Confeſſors have totruth. | 

Her Majeſty ſhewedno grounds to believe her pregnancy by natures progreſle there in the Common natural 
ſignes , that in four Months tollow in every Woman, thathatha Chuldin her womb , were whol wanting 
in her Majeſty, there was no {welling, or increaſeot the uſual proportion of her Breaſts, nor ves Uhitie any 
milk ever {cen to be in them (tho one Lady took the Confidence once to affirm it) the proportion ofthem 
was viſibly the ſame to the Eyes of all that canbe lawfully Witneſſes, and were uſually in her preſence, and 
none of thoſe Ladies proper to be Witneſſes could ever obtaine the fatisfaRion to ſeea drop of milk from 
her breaſts, tho it had been ber MMajeflys Honor, Intereſt , and plealure to have ſhewd it if there had been any 
reallity in the pretence of her pregnancy. ” | 

We pur this Circumſtanceinto our memorial not without ſome Mirth in our meeting, becauſe one of our 
company ſayd,he was now ſure that neither her Aajeſtys Phiſitians nor the 7e/nizs were natural Philoſophers, they 
might ( ſayd he) with very little arts have cauſed the Queens Breſt; at her age to haye ſwelled with milk (o 
plentitully that ſhe might have eaſily milked it forth in quantity inthe ſight of the Princeſs of Denmark and 


| all the Proteſtant Ladies of the court, it may be done ( laydhe) in rational, .or animial Creatures, and he 


gave usinſtanceg ot undoubred credit wherein ir. had been done to his knowledge and a Child ſuckled, and 
todivert us he offered toſhew it in an animal, he having alſotried that Experiment, and thereby milked out the 
milk from a young Creatures Udder that had never been with young ; another of the Company faid 
merily , it that were ſo Eaſy anartifice, he wondred that the Romich Priefts had not learned it, fince tis known 
to the world that they have long had the Art of keeping the Firgi Marys milk above 1600 Tears, and of 
multiplying the quantity of it from Horſe Loads to Cart Loads to diſperſe among their credulous yul- 
5 We hirmbly pray your Highneſſes Pardoh that we ſeem herein leſfſe ſerious then ſo gfeat a Matter re- 
quires; weſpeak only the words oftruth and ſoberneſs,but the comical tricks of the Rowich Prieſts (that common< 


ly Endin tragedy ) force us to repreſent them as they deſerve: 


Theres another known ſign and Teſtimony ofa Woman's pregnancy , that is, the ſenſible ſtirring of the Child 


' in the womb, that was expeRted her Myeſty ſhould have ſhewn to the Ladies with joy , eſpecially to thoſe 
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Proteſtant Ladies of her bed Chamber, that doubred ( with the Proteſtant Dr. her then Phiſirian ) her being 
' with Child, as far as they durſt (when thequickening of a Childin her womb was pretended, and publiſhed 


| throughout the Kingdom; ir had beena pleaſure tro her Majeſty , and no trouble ( if ir had been Real 


| withour deceipc) to have ſhewn the motion of a Child in her womb to honorable Matrons of her Bedchamber, 
{that might have been in all reſpects lawſul Wirneſles of that truth tothe Fuftly Fealous Kingdom; theſe might 
have touched her belly , and hadbecn proper Judges from their Experience of the true motions of an in- 
fantin the womb, and ſome of Conſanguinity to the Heyreſs apparent might have been admitted to that 
favour as our Laws and common prudence directed for removing the cauſes of Jealotiſy; but howevet in- 
duſtriouſly her Majeftysquicking with Child was {pread abroad , yer the feeling of its motions was never vouch- 
ſafed ro any competent Witnelſles ofit, to give the ſuipitions Kingdom a ground to believe , that she was 
with Child. 
The next viſible and manifeſt ſign of the true natural progteſs of a great belly, is thediſtenſion of all the 
rts of the Body, that incircles and imcompaſſeth the womb , ſuch is the Place and manner wherein nature 
ath prepared thelodging of the growing Child in the womb , thataccording to its growth , and increaſe, 


ime of knd the quantity ot liquors, that are there naturally and neceſſarily congeſted there, ſoareall the Circum+- 
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mbient parts gradually extended , and inlarged to make rogme; there never was nor naturally can be an 
xtention only of the Peritoneuw the Rimm of the belly to give room'to the Child , all Natwralliſts and 
notamiſts know that if in that manner no Child could keep irs natural firs inthe womb hor be born alive. 
All men and Women, that ever obſeryed Women with Child ,"know that all the Parts that incloſe 


e cavity ſwell untilthe time of their Gif dpptoachy but this nattiral neceflaty Ggn of pregnancy fo in- 
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tirely fayled in her M ijeſty , that skilful ſpeRators of both ſexes wondered , that better arts were not uſed to 
make that viſſible ſign , and appearance ofthe growth of a Child in hor womb; we were ſatisfied by skilful 
Matrons of great Experience, that attended on purpoſe ro oblerve her Majeſty Exactly, that all the outward 
Parts of her Body , that incompaſle the womb were of the ſame proportion that they were at other times, 
ſave only her belly which was exccedingly —_ up , and high, that ſhewd like a great bellied Woman to ; 
them that looked upon her Majeſty betore z buſt ſayd they, when we ſaw her Majeſty walking, and looked 
upon her behind, and on each (1Je, we ſaw not the leaſt appearance ic her of a great bellied Woman , we 
took care to have the faſhion of her Majeſtys Body obſerved by Skiltul Women at ſeveral periods of time during 
her ſuppoſed pregnancy, and once a very ſhort time before her pretended Delivery, and we had always the 
i2me accompt, we have heare faithfully given Tour Highneſs. 

We compared this Circumſtance with another that we had marked, whereof we had from time to timefall 
zflurance during all the four lalt Months time of ber Aajefties ſwppeſed being with Child, thoſe being the 
Months wherein uſually all the circcumambient parts of the Womb {well moſt, we werevery well informed that 
in all theſe Months Her Majeſty, contrary to her former uſual courſe, always withdrew from her Chamber, and 
retired into her Cabiner or ſome other private room , with ro or three [ralians, when She changed her 
Linney, and would neverpermit any one of the Prozeſtant Ladys of the Bedchamber to lee her change hee 
Linnen , as they hadconſtantly don. | 

Tholetwo circumſtances explainedeach other, and plainly ſhewed that the natural naked and trae ſhape of | 
her Majeſtzs Body, as it was then, was not to be {cen by thoſe that were not of rhe Confederacy in the 
intended Impoſture; thoſethat were only capable of being lawful Wi:neſles for her Majeſty againſt common ] 
Fame (it Fame had belyd her) thoſe were all excluded from a poſſibility ot ſeeing whether her belly was tru- G 
ly and naturally great, anda few forraigners of no Quality were only to keep the Secret of what Her Majeſty | 
was 10 makethe copling belly. | 

Nothing can be niore manifeſt then it is by all theſe Circumſtances taken as they ought in connexion each | 
with other, that there hath nothing appeared of the natural plainnels and ſimplicity that always accompany | 
truth in the whole Demeanor of her Majeſty from the time of her pretended Conceiving 4 Child to the very ; 
timeof her feigned delivery of this ſuppoſed Prince of Wales, all that hath been ated 1n the matrer, hath 
plainly imported Trick and Deſign to hide and ſmother Natures Works, that ought to have been moſt freely | th 
expoſed to the whole World, it there had been any truth in the pretences that could have born the Light, | bl 
we may ſecurely affirm to your Highneſs, that in all the eight Months and four Days firft reckoned to have :; © 
been the time of Her Majeſties Pregnancy,or from the time of her going to Bathin the new Reckoning,there 
never hath been any of theſe conitagt natural ſigns in her Majeſty that could afford to any underſtanding | of 
Man or Woman a ground to believethat She conceived a Child. 

The progreſs towards finiſhing the intended Impoſture of this Price of Wales hath been anſwerable bo 
to its beginning. In the preparation for her Majeſtys ſuppoſed Deilvery there hath been no regard totherules 
oft natural Equity or Law , or common prudence, nor avy appearance of that open Freedom and naturally 
plain proceeding that ought to haye ſhewn that they didnot fear the Kingdom , or the World knowing the |P© 
Truih of all that ſhould be done in that pretended natural work of Bearing a Child, wherein the whole King all 
dom, and {o much of the World was concerned; if the Cuſtoms and Laws of England, or natural Equity {*'%< 
had been conſulted in the Circumſtances of the Caſe about the preparations needtul tor Her Majeſty; Ex. 189 

eted Delrverance of a Prince , the firſt of all Adviſes had certainly beea to give early Notice to your High. of ; 
neſsand to others in the nearelt poſſibility or expeCtance of ſucceeding to the Crownotthe time of her expected | 
Traveland Deliverance of a Prmc#, and of the place of her reſidence at ſuch time. That proper \oble Matrong, 'Tra 
and others, might have prepared themſclves, and attended there, and have been preſent in their behalf, bry t 
which might have ſuppreſſed and ſilenced forever by their Teſtimonies all ſuſpitions of Fraud or [mpoſtate, |*har 

Bur *tis notonly undeniable, that noſuch notice was given either to Her Koyal Hizhneſsorto any of Con- |OFN 
ſanguinity with her, nor to any other of the Noble Matrons of England , but ſuch Arcifices were uſed as | \ 
might moſt conceal the time and intended Place of her precended Travel, ſuch feigned time of her ſuppoſed {*Þey 
Conception was publiched by the King and Qneen, that neither her Royal Highneſs nor any of the Nobili. 
ty could poſlibly foreſee the time when the Comedy that is now (aid to have been acted was to begin, 

The Place where Her e A ajefty was intended tolvein was kept in ſuch uncertainty , andofren publiſhed Tray 
ſo variouſly , ſometimes thatit ſhould beat Rechmond, ſometimesat Windſor, another timeat Hamptoncourt, mans 
that none of the N»bles of either Sex, that were of the Kindred and Friends of the Heir apparent , nor 
of the Proteſtant Nobility, could know howto prepare them(clyes forattendance on Her Majeſty, as was their 
duty toT heir Majeſtys, Her Royal Highneſs, and the Kingdom. 

As the Publicau >n of the Place was often changed , as if aſurprizein the Place was deſigned, (9 atlaft 
ſuch aludden and ſeeming haſty Reſolution was takena day or two betore her pretended Delivery, that herly- 
ing in ſhould be ar Sr. Zames's, tho? none expeted the time to be near by above three Weeks, that Com. 
mands were given for preparing her Lodgings there {o haſtily, that when Her Majeſty (aid on the Fryday, She 
would lyethere on Saturday, and it was told her it was not pollible her Lodgiags thould be ready, Shethen 
ſaid, She would lic there on the floor. j I be" 

It was hoped by all the Proteſtants thatthe Princeſs of Denmark, would have been a faithful watcher for 
her owne ſake, whey the time of her Majeſftys deliverance of her great belly ſhould come; thoſhe had not been 
able, or ſhedurſt not giretherh advice of the occurrences in the time ot her Majeſtys luppoſed preghancy, i 
was thought that ſhe could not be avoyded but ſhe would bepreſent to (ce what was brought fgrth, whether 
any thing or nothing ; bur carewas taken, that adyiſe ſhould be given her when ſhe wanted aſt ringent Me 
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: | decins to go to the looſening waters ot the Bath, to keep her tour ſcore miles diſtant till the pretended Prince 
- ſhould be born, | | ; 

At the firſt Notice we had of her fajeſiys paſſionate Declaration ,' that She would lye at' St. Zamers on 
2 the Saturday Night , we could not conjefture that there was to be a pretended Prince brought torth on the 
4 | Sanday , nor was there any Wiſpers of it, ortheleaſt natural Feigned or Counterteit fign of forerunning 


| 
'e | Painsof a Woman, whoſe times of Travel approacheth. Her Adajeſty was late inthe Night at Cards, and 
No appearance of an indiſpoſition then, nor 1s any pretended to have been in the Night, but we learncd by 
the Event on the Sunday the reaſon of Her Aſajeftys fixed and immovableRelolution to lic at Saint 7ames *s ou 
the Saturday Night, ſhewasto ſeem to bring fortha Prince on the Sunday. | 
1 | There was a cunning contrivance to chu? a fir time of that day, it was to be between the hours of vine 
andten inthe morning , thatall or moſt of the Proteſtant Ladies might be at Church, andthe Trick be ovec 
before their return, and that the Midwife Ars. Labany, and the Favorite «Mrs. Toxrain, might bave Free 
1d dom and Secrecy as they had to act their Parts in the bringing forth of a ſuppoſtions Prince. 

The Roomal(o that was choſen, wherein 6be Trick was to be atted, was fit for rhe purpoſe , and contrary 
to the Rules of Common Prudence tobe cholen in a Cale ſuſpected for ſetting up a ſuppoſitions Child , and 
6ught to have been avoided , if their meaning had been juſt and good ; there was a private door within the 

of Ruel of the Bed, into a Room, from whence a Child might be ſecretly brought, and put into the Bed, ugleen 
"at by any that ſhould attend in the Queens Room, thoat the feet of theBed (none of them coming into the 
Ruel) and by that Dore the three Contideats, the Midwite Mrs. £46banyand Mrs. T oxrain brought into her 
MajeſtiesBed what they pleaſed unſeen. 

f It they had wanted no ſecreteonveyance by that Door , common prudence required that they had nailed or 
1 | fealeditup to avoid Confirming and Increaling the Kingdoms juſt and known Fealonſics ot impoling upon 
; thema {ounterfeit Prince, when it ſhould be known, that there was ſuch ſecret ways as made it ſo ealy ro be 
any |; done by Contederation , undiſcerned by others that were in theRoom ; bur it appeared by the Event thar the 
ery ' privy Door was ſo neceſſary forthe deſigned [mpeſture, that all the tranſations of it were managed by thar 
hk | Door, as is well kgown to all thoſe Lords of the Council that were brought tor a ſhew, not to ſee any thing 
eely | that was done, bur onlytobe ſeen in the Bed-Chamber with His Majeſty, that their Names might be pu- 
ht bliſhed ro the People , as if they had been Witneſſes of the Queen, being delivered of this pretended 
* Prince. | | 
hare The Civil Laws provided as a Rule of Common natural Equity, that when a Woman was tobe delivered 
Maes * | of a Poſthume Child, that might defcar another appearing,Heir, that the Chamber wherein ſhe was to be 

5 | gdelizered ſhould haye but one Door, and if there were more that they ſhould be ſcaled up with the Scales of 
able | Þoth Parties, and that keepers ſhould be ſer at the lingle Door, and no Woman ſuffered to enter until ſhe 
ales 1 W2s ſearched in all kinds, that no Child might be conveyed roche Woman in her real or ſuppoſed Travel; 
rally and tho” we have no expreſs Stature thatgives direction in ſuch Caſes , yet our Commen Law abhors all ap- 
, the | pearance of Fraud about Inheritances, and hath appointed twelve of the molt able Neighbours to judg of 

all the Signs and Appearances of Fraud, and ſetting up Counterfeit Heirs, who may alſo judg upon preſump- 
uity {tize Evidence , and rcj<& any pretended Heir, where they ſee ligns of Fraud and [mpolture whereupoa ts 


Ex. |groundtheir Judgment, and eyery one mult at his peril take care thatthere be np grounds of ſuſpicion given 
17:oh. | ot 2 ſuppolitious Heir. 
. # 4 W'e have faithfully ſhewed Towr Highneſs what were the Preparations for her Majeſties ſuppoſed rime of 


trons, | Travel, whereinthere appeared no Marks of an lntenſion todeal uprightly and openly with her &ezal Highneſs 
chalf [as Heireſs apparent of the Crown, and with che Subjects of. the Kingdom, nor was there any natur ns 
has * {that Her Majeſty really teared ur expected the common Sorrows, Pars and Danger of a Womanin Travel, 
5... ior made any ſutable proviſions, 
"pet | Wecannotlearn, that therewas in readineſs ſo much as the uſual Inſtruments of Aidwifes whereupon 
poſed {they commonly place all Women of quality in theirtimeof Travel, that ſuch Aſſiſtance may begiven them 
obili. 1Þy whe tronrand Midwwroes, as is not pollible to be given on their knees , which is the Commoa poſture 
of meaner Women, and lea(t ot all, as they lye in their Bed, which is ſeldom uſed until thelength of the 
lifhed Travel, and Fainlurs of ſtrength enforce it. There being many natural Reaſons tor the Poſture of the Wo- 
court, 12405 Bodys helping them in their Travel. ; 
| nor | Amongſt other {utable Proviſions, it had been certainly fir that a Colledg of Phyſitians had been called 
£ theie ® attend ſomewhere near to Her Majeſty , if She had not known there could be no need of them, aad the 
being ſure there could be no hour of danger to her ſelf ina feigned Travel, nor any ſudden need of Phy- 
\ aria titans Advice, or help to a ſtrong lively ſuppeſed Prince, that was intended then tobe brought fofth. 
hacks As all the Preparations for her « Majeſties ſwppoſed tzme of Travel dilcovered to knowing and obſerving 
- Com. {P*9Plerhbar there was no reality in her pretences made of a great Belly, fo the F:fzon and Fraud was made 
is. She {more manifeſt whenthe Trick care to be acted. 
la then Her Majeſty lying in Bed with all the Curtains round, cloſe drawn, all that was provided belonging natu- 
- rally to a Child, and intended to be uſed by them, in their bringing forth the ſwppoſiriong Prince, TE pre= 
-her for ared and ready withiq the inner Chamber, then Her « Majeſty: teigned Travel vegan, and all thele things 
ot been {<< by rhe help of the Midwite, Mrs. Labany and Mrs. T onrain the Contederates brought throw the Door, 
ancy, i the Wall by the Queens Bed, and put between herSheets, that is,a Child, andall that natucally attends a 
ckbe ifth , then the Midwwife and the Confidents ſeemed very buſy about her Majeſty in the Dark , none ſeewg 
nt Meybat they did, and being afraid, as appeared by the Alidwifes Words, that the Child , which was prepared to 
lecen Peeps to prevent its crying before 1t was got intothe Bed , thould be ſtifled by the Cloſenels ot the Bed, they 
ere forced to haften the Queens pretended Delivery eygn, beyond what was realonably to he bekeyed, not- 
IN F withe 
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ed deliverarice was in very ſhort time. _ 
Fe woching appeared in Her Majeſty like the real natural Travel of a Womean in Child bearing , there were | 


none of the uſual natural ſigns in Her «Majeſty vt being in real Travel , which cannot be, hidden , there was | 
no app earance of an approaching Travel by various intermitting pangs uſually very great by the Infants ; 
; ſtrugling to tree itſelfof the Womb , no ſhew of the pains naturally and gradually increaſing, as more of } + 
the Ligatures cameto be broken, or rent, whereby every Lnfant is ſafely retained in the Womb, until its Juſt 
tall growth and appointed time, there were no Signs of Her Majeſtzesknown Weakneſs in Bearing fuch pangs | 7p, 
in her ſtate of Body, debilitated with long lingring Infirmities, there were no ligns of a violent Eruption FT 
of an untimely Birth from the Womb of eighth Months and forr days, as Her Majeſty then reported it tof + , 
have been. : the 
All thar was to be feigned was ſuddenly diſpatched,and the Midwite delivered ſomething cloſe covered T 

to e Ars. Labanye which could be nothing bur the Child they had pur in, and went with 1t together } the 
through the Privy doore inthe Ruel of the bed into the next Room in ſo great baſt , that it was not } Cog, 
conſidered how playnely it might diſcoverthat it was a meer feigned eomnterfeit travel of the Qzeens if | (165; 
the Midwife durſt quit her attending, and afliſting her Majeſtey intheſe moments, when there was the Y, 
reateſt Neceſſity of her skll, and aſſi/tance in her Oſſice , and the moſt Extreme danger of her Majeſties | min 
Life by any neglect of her if she had really broughr forth any Child, as they were obliged to pretend. | ;mm 
Inſtead of faire open freedom in ſhewing that the Queen wasreally delivered ofa Prince, which our Cu- Be 
ſtoms and Laws and natural Equity required, that all thoſe works of nature might have been ſeen, and nifre, 
Teſtified by noble Matrons, their pretended Birth of a Prince , and all that they did about ir was done | Chil 
' in the dark, with the Curtaines cloſe drawne round about the bed , and under the Coverings of it. your , 
and none of cither ſexe Permitted to ſee any thing done about her Majeſty, or her ſuppoſed Child ſave] T 
only the confedcrates, no others of thoſe in the bed Chamber, that drew as near as they might, were a1] ot 
{uftercd to ſee what wastaken out ofthe bed, being ſomthing wholly covered, and immedaiatly carried away > High 
by the private doore. 6 : EOS | blah: 
All hearkned after the common, and moſt conſtant natural ſigne of the Birth of aliving Child, that! fgtye, 
js, its crying, but we are fully aſſured from divers Lords of the Council , and others that were in the bed” Hi. 
Chamber, that the crymg ot a Child was heard by none there when the pretence was that a Chiid was| xers © 
borne, .th6 the Midw:if would not at firſt ſay it was a Prince. 7; ' infor; 
We haverclated to Tour Highneſſes no Circumſtances bur ſuch as are notoriouſly known , or could! for a] 
be judicially proved before any imparrial court of judicature , and therefore we will not offer to Yowr' gun, 
H(z. thoſe ConjeCtures ( tho we i wo from good hands) of what was a&ted about the pretende T 


(22) | 
withſtanding all that could be ſaid of the Lady of Loretta, or any other Saints Aſſiſtance, thereforethe Queens | (99 
VICNILAaNGING All bo 
wh 
we 
' tru 


Princein the room trom whence he wgfbrought and to which he was canied before the Lords of th that 
Council, or any others were told, tat there was a Prince bern , but we haveit of certanity from thoſe) ina by 
that were preſent, that during the whole fidtztions travel of the Queens, and a conhiderable time after it,} Ja tir 
bis Majeſty kept thoſe Lords of the Council, that were called , not far from the feer of her Majeſties bed, 1e 
that wascloſe thut up , and they neither ſaw nor heard any theing about the Birth of the ſuppoſed Prince bighe! 
whereof they can be lawful Witneſſes to the Kingdom, yet the aQtors of this whole ing had the 5gn .þ 
confidence to publiſh forth-with tothe Kingdom by authority , that rhoſe Lora; and many Badys of Quad «4 i, 
lity were preſcntat the Queens delivery of a Prince, equivocating therein like the 7eſuires , and falte] Majeſ 
infinuating to the People , that hoſe Lords, and many «Matrons of the Nobility had been ſuch oculad p4,.1;; 
Witneſſes as our Laws require of the Qxeens being delivered of a Prince , whereas in truth all that Ty 
were not of the Contedaracy wayted ro no more purpoſe then if they had been ten miles off her bed * as 
Chamber. | | | Fw 4 
After longwaiting his Majeſty left them , and retired into the inner room where was Mrs. Laban Irs: 
and the confidents with the ſuppoſed Prince, andit was ſoone after ſaydtothe Lords, that a Prineebcing with c 
borne there was no moreneced of rhem , whereupon ſeveral of them went away , and whatſoever wal more . 
done in shewing 4 Child to thole that ſtayd, was;jnot worthy of our inquiry lance it could be of no uſer faithe, 


Yours Highneſs or the Kingdom. | His. n 

Yet we carefully obſerved and inquired atter the Opeens ſuppoſed deliverance ofa Prince, whether ther ;þ,,; , 
were any natural demonſtrable fignes in her Majeſty tnat she had newly borne a Child that had brokeid 5, ,c ;} 
way by Violence into the world before natures timeas ſhe then affirmed, ſome of us know well the Kings « 
ſual and Neceſlary conſequences of ſuch forceupon Nature-in Women of ſuch tenderneſs, and weakneſs 4 ,,,; 4! 
here Majeſties , we Expected" to have heard of her great weakneſs , and —_ of herlife by a feaver th $a oh 
Commonly attends, ſuch untimely Births, we inquired after the danger of here Majeſfties breaſts by thi the W, 
uſualredundancy of milk , becauſe one had reported ſo long before thatshe had plenty of it in her brea T'l.c 
weimployed Proper perſons ſo aske whgt Woman had the Honor todraw her breaſts , or whether ag} gn a!! :' 
applications weremadeto her breaſts to repel , or dryc the milk , and alſo to aske after the good pri cunt: 
greſſe of her eMajefty in the natural Clenſings that follows Child bearing , and of her ſtrength in judged 
ring theſe unavoidable conſequences whercbyall Women of her Majeſties renderneſs, and weakneſs aninals. 
greatly debilitated, bur we could neverlearne by our moſt diligent inquiry that there was any appearand gf tc 
of theſe natural Effects of Child-bearing, tho a good Dr. skil might have Eafily feigned all thoſe tot Rar | 
deluſion of all about her Majeſtzes court. | ; intereſt; 

We have now given Tour tkighneſtan abſtraft of many of the Circumſtances whith we had Colle tame «; 


m this affair , and mwlt freely athrm, that we cannot obſerve from the beginning to the end of it © 
' foo 
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nu: f footſtep of ſincere playneſs,all that hath been done therein trom the Queens pretended Cenception to hgr ſuppes 

ſed Delivery of a Prince, hath ſhewed deſires , and intentions to bide the truth of thoie natural kh:ngs 
re * which they were obliged by the Laws of England, by nateral Zuſtice, and by their own Honor and Fn- 
”s | #eſt to have made demonſtrable or proveable by ſufficient Witneſles to all the Kingdom, itthere had beeg 
it ! truthintheir prerences. © | 
of} Therc hath been ſuch a total negle&, lighting and diſregard of all the neceſſary rules of Law and 
ts | Juſtice abour needful Witneſſes afthe Birth ofa Prince and Heyre to the Crowne ( when they knew 
85 } that moſt of the Kingdom ſuſpected their ferting up a Comnrerfeit ) that, it looks like a_ contempr of 
N | Tour Highneſs and the whole Kingdoms, as it no ſatisfaction were due to her R, Highneſ in her admiſſion 
tO} of an heyre tothe Crowne before her, nor to the Kingdom in their acknowledginen, of a Prince to be 
the next ſucceſiorto the Crown, | 
ed The moſt modeft Judgment we can make of it, is to think that a blind zeale ( always nouriſh'd by 
&r} the Romith Church) to ſettle a Popich Succeſſor , hath made them break through all the - rules of righ- 
ol rcouſnets and 'ſtife and c—_—_ all the natural affeftions of a Father toa Child, to do a ſervice tg 
their Church that is by their Doftrine ſa meritorious. | 
he Yours Highneſs will the better Conſider all theſe circumſtances mentioned. if you will pleaſeto call to 
es} mind the occaſion and time when this deſign was firlt reſolved to fer up a Prince to bar her R. Hs. ofthe 
+ | immediate ſucceſſion tothe Crown. : : | 
U- Be pleaſed to remember that tis before obſerved, that the going to the Bath, and the viſit to St. 17- 
nd | gifreds Well, and the Preſent made to the Lady were preparations for a report of the Qzeens being with 
nc} Child, and were all concluded upon abour the end of Auguſt and beginning of Septemb. 16$7., and then was 
It. } your Highneſs complyance with rhe Popich deſigne deſpayrea of. 
VE! The abſtrat of Mr. Stewards Letters ro Mijn Heer Fage!, which we juſt now find printed , confirmes 
TC* all our memorials in that Matter. He was Pardoned and choſen by the King to have perſwaded you 
ay > Highneſs to a conſent that the Pexal Laws and Teſt ſhould be repeald which had been a' full eſta- 

bluhment of Popery, in histwo firſt Letters of 7«ly he ſeeks to perſwade your Hſ5. that the King was re- 
"at! ſolved to preſerve, and obſervethe true right of Succeſſionto the Crowne, and was very delirousof your 
ed Hj. #6" tb and concurrence in his deſign, and troubled to find them fo averſe from it: 'in hisnext Let- 
/2S\ ters of the ſame [9 he preſſed that yowr Highneſs ſhould have been diſpoſed to hearken to a well choſen 

' informer to be ſent by his Majeſty ro pertwade your concurrence with him, and he preſſeth extreamly 
11d} for ahafty Anſwer , the new Councils for ſetting up a Swpoſitious Prince ſee then to have been be- 
w , 
le ST hat Letter ſeems to threaten what we gow ſee if your Highneſi refuſed ; he doubled his aſſurances to hinx 
he! that was to ſollicir your Highneſs that if you were obſtinate ( asthey call it) it will be fatal to the diſſenters, 
Ae} and be feared produttive of ils yet unheard off: aod his Letter of eAvgnſt. 5. ſeems to give your Highneſs your 
ity laſt timeto chuſe the Serlement of Popery, or to reſolve to be truetro the Proteſtant Religion. oy "fs 

He ſays, it yowr Highneſs did what was dclired by the King, it was the beſt ſervice to the Proteſtants , the 
nce higheſt obligation on his Majeſty and the greateſt advancement of your own imerelt , that you could think 
the on; but - ory then all is contrary. There can be no other meaning, in ſaying it your Highneſles retu- 
ua4 ſed, all iscontrary , fave only this. that the Proteſtants ſhould then have no Mercy from the Papiſfts ; His 
el Majeſty would be to offendgd that he would become your Highneſs Enemy ; and it would be the lofle of your 
la Þ;-hneſs greateſt Intereſt, that youcan think on , which certainly could be no other then the juſt expe an- 
ha cy ot the three Kingdoms. : . ; | 
De As theſe Letters threaten that the K. would deſtroy your Highneſs greateſt Intereſt if you refuſed, ſo 

| theatcempt of it ſoon after appeared. = 

an) Its now known that in September and Oftober the Reſolutions were taken to publiſh that the Queen was 
ing with Chi/d, but before it was publickly declared , that is Oftober 8. Mr. Steward (ays, hewould uſe no 
wa more Arguments to your Hſ;, but he then laments Your H:7hneſſes loſs of the time of compliance : Alas, 
ety faidhe, that Providence shonld not be underſtood, Then in Novbry, he ſpeaks more plainly (notwithſtanding your 
H/:. moderation towards the Paprſts and their Liberty was thewen by Mein Heer Fageſ's Lerter , he ſays 
thi all hope of your Hſs. concurrence in the Kings deſign was quite given over, and men were become as cold 
#n ut there as your Hfs. were poſitive here : aud upon his new Cunlereiice with the King, he not only ſhews the 
Kings dislike of that Letter, but ſays expreſly, That your Hſs. anſwer was 100 long delayd, avd that the King 
was quite over that matter. . There can be no other reaſonable Conſtruttion ot this , then that the King 
had then reſolved of another way to proſecute the Popich Deſign, and time hath now ſhewn and proved to 
the World that the way reſolved on was to fet up this Swppoſitzons Prince tor a Popich Succeſſor. 

Tele Letters by the help of time ſhew the deſign when it was in Emzbrio ,and helps to makea Indgment up- 
on al! :he other Circumſtances that we have mentioned ; and no'doubr if an Evidence made up of all the Cir- 
cuin{tz:3c.5 wehave mentioned, in their Order and Convexion were giventoany impartial Judges, it would be 
judged a- | rong a preſumpriye Evidence as ever was given, and in the proceedings of our Laws againſt Cyge 
minals, | ment hath paſled againſt the lives of many upon far leſs Evidence, this being as tull as the matter 
of thet!:. © can poſſibly ſufter in yous His. andthe Kingdoms Cale. 


But ++. wi:1ſtanding this Sort of Circumſtantial Evidence be ſufficiently forcible and convincing to dis- 
intereſted porions, to provethis ſuppoſed Prince to be an [mpoſtor , andit may be more Circumſtances of the 
lame aatuic are krown to Towr Highneſs, yet we ruſt humbly pray Tonr Highneſs to waye inſiſting uponany 
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of them, as enticely, as if you could neither prove nor know more abetit this pretended Prince then com- | 

mon Fame hath proclaimed without Contradiftion. 
. © It no ways belongs to Tour Highneſſes,nortothe Kingdom, to provethe Palſehood of his pretences, orany 
Circumſtance about his Birth , andir would be very prejudicial tor Tour Higbneſi, totake upon you the bur- 
den of producing Wirneſſes and proofs, and admitting Your Highneſs Adverfaries to diſpute their forceand 
tafficiency , when it belongs tro them wholely and only, ro bring forth ſuchlawful Witneſſes in due numbers as 
may fatisfy your Highneſs and the Kingdom of the Truth of their Pretences; and *tis an infinite wrong ts 
your Highneſ; and the Kingdoms, that they have not done it long lince, if there had been a :7»e Prince” 
born of the Qnten. 

Since 'tis the Kingdoms great concern as well as yowr Highneſ7's, weare the bolder to propoſe that the Me- 
thod of defence againſt the pablick injury be made according to the known Laws and Cuſtoms of England ; 
that is, That an open free demand be made in the name of her R, H/7. as Heireſs apparent of the Crown , and 
in behalf of all the Peopleof the Realm, that there be forthwith declared and publiſhed tothe K5ngdom a ſuf 
ficient Number tor this Caſe, of lawſul Witneſles of either Sex, ſuch asthe Laws of England and Nats- 
ral Fuſtice require in the Caſe, who doteſtify, that according to the uſual Praftice of their reipeRive Sexes 
ar the Birth of Princes, Heirs to Crowns, they were Eye Witneſſes that the Child now called the Prince 
of Wales was naturally born of the Queens Body. | 

[Tis bur u(t, regular, and modeſt tor your Hſ;. to make that Demand, and your infiſting upon itto be done 
immediately, withour the leaſt delay, and is no more then the Right of your Hſs. and the Kingdom, that muſt be 
contefled by all chat either know the Rules ot natural Juſtice or the Laws of England : Our Laws require avd 
Demand an entry to be made upon all [ntruders into the Rights or Inheritances of another, there ought to 
be Legal Interruptions made of all wrongful poſſeſſions however obtained. A long permiſſion of an Hegits« 
mate (ild to pals tor a legitimate Heir , 1s of dangerous Coolequence to the true Heir of an inheritance; 
*tis a know] Rule both in our Englich Laws, andthe Civil Laws, Tacens longo tempore preſumitur conſen- 
tire, he that remains long withour anſwering any thing to an Lntruders claim, fecmsroallow it, 
| We crave pardon that we mult freely tell your Hs. that it hath been our aſtoniſhment that your H(s. 
have been ſo long ſilent, and have detered ro make your juſt demand, andthat you have fo long ſuffered 
her R, H(5. Chaplins to pray pubhckly for this ſuppoſed Pringe of Wales. 

Your Hs. heart cannor deliterhe God of truth and righteouſneſs to proſper ſuch an invaſion of your 
own and the Kingdoms rights, nor to bleſſe the impoſture as ſuch , being ſer up (tho' an innocent Child) j 
to'be a tool in the hands of others to deſtroy the Proteſtant Profeſſion, your His. claims to the greateſt 
inheritance, and the beſt Civil Government known in the World. We believe your His. —_. true 
(þriſtians, that tremble in the Worship and prayers before the Ercrnal Majeſty, and therefore hope ſuch 
a shew of owning him will not be longer ſufterzd to be aCted before the great God that ſearcheth all the 
hearts of Princes and Swbjetts. 

_ If your Hf. shall firſt make this legal demand propoted, and Satisfation therein be not giyen by the 
mairitainers of the ſ#ppoſed Prince, withour delay, then natural juſtice and our laws dictate, that your 
H(s. demand a retractation by the Pwblick, Miniſters of the King 1 all Chriſtian Kingdeaws and States, of 
the falſe news they have Publisbed of the birth of a Prince of Wales, and their Vindication of her R, Hſ+. 
righ: apparent to the nexe Succeſſion of the Crown. 

When a wrongfull claymer to be heyr of any inheritance cannot prove his true deſcent , the Court 
wherein he ſues his Clayme , not only rejects and damns his falſepretences , bur openly declares the 
Counterfeit tricks or forgerys that they oblerve ro have been attewpred to ſupport the talſe clayme, and 
our Laws enable the heyr that hath been difturbed, to demand by his a&tion againſt the falſe pretender, 
Satisfaftion for the Scandal of his lawfmll title , and our laws turther require his proſecution for juſtice 
againſt all rhe known confederartes in that intended wrong and fraud, for their Severall Crimes therein 
comimnrted, 
© We are ſenſible, that moſt Cazholich Princes have a prejudice to us in the rights we Clayme as Englsth 
Proteſtants, not knowing our Laws and Libertys, and we have therefore propoled theſe twodemandsrto be 
firltin order made by your Hs. in che behalt of her R. Hb. andthe Kingdom, that we might convnice them 
that We have reafon and juſtice according to their own Laws and rules of right ro ſeek your His. ProreEtion 
againlt the Kings practices (as they yer appear) in forceingus to ſtoop ro a Connterfeit Prince, and to change 
the Succeſſion ot the Crewn and the whole Government , Your Hs. having thercin a joint concern with 
us, and our Laws, andnature it ſelf, call upon youro defend your ownand the Kingdoms right, topre- 
ferve the Succeſſion of the Crowa as it is by the Laws eſtablished, which the K:ng had no prezence of Power 
ro Change, * 

Bur % muſt alſo humbly fly to your Hfs. to prote@t us againſt the horrtble deſtruction made by the King 
of all our Laws torthe Reformation of our Chriſtian Religion, and our Security againlt the open Profeiled 
and mortal Enemies of our Liberties therein, the King having declared ro the World, that thole Laws ſhall 
peyer hereafter be put in Execution ; and to make our Cale therein deſperate, hath cauſed his 7#dges ro juſtify 
him in what he hath done. 

We mult alſo pray your H(s. help againſt his invaſion of all our Civil Rights and Fundamental Liberties ,and 
his utter ſubverſion of the free Government of England by its antient Cuitoms and Laws. 

Wye cannot doubr bur your His. will be convinced by this Memorial that wehave not complained of our op= hi 
preſſions until they are become intolerable, nor ſought auy relief (ſaye from God alone) until your _—" 
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deſs juſtly expz&cd inheritance, and the very being ot our Civil Government arein the moſt extream dariger 
pf utter ruin, | 

We areand have been truly Zoyal to the King, and never refuſed obedience to any of his legal Commands, 

rr any whatſoever that could confiſt with all our other Duties to God and our fellow Subjet:s., We have 

deen content to ſuffer perſonal wrongs and manifeſt Injultice, and conſidered the Corruption of Men, that a- 

zuſes and particular wrongs will happen in all Governments, and ought patiently ta be born, whillt the Funda- 

nentals of Civil Government and Jultice are Sacredly preſeryed. Our-Chriſtian Charity taught us that is 

zetter that a few ſuffer c_—_ then to hazard for their juſt relief more effulion of Blood, or other miſ- 

hiefs then can be recompenſed by their obtaining Right. We know the 7eſnites crafts might have clouded 


| the Juſtice that might have beendemanded in particular cales, and we have therefore ſtaiduncil the Juſtice of 


hat we pray, is become demonſtrable unto all that are not corruptly and wiltully bliad, or led blindtold by 
he Feſnites or their Romish Prieſts. Wy | | | 

We are ſenfiblethat the King hath uſed the Name of the Royal Axthority and prerogative in all the /aw- 
ſs powers that he hath exerciſed, and we durſt not pray.yaur HI, aid agaigſt his doings, it there could be rea-- 
onably any doubt or queſtion . whether the things he hath done and dayly doth might be authorized by the 
ojal powers and high prerogatives which belong to the Kings of England. ; / 

'Tis moſt unqueltionable, that thee Noble Engl:sh Monarchy and Government had a legal Found tion, and 
asand is eſtabliſhed upon Cu;/Zoms, Franchiſes and Laws peculizr to the Englich Nation. It was always free 
d independent upon all the Powers and Potentates on Earth z the Kings and the Peopleare, and ot right were 
ways free and ablolute to bind themſelves by their own Laws, made by their joint conſent, an 4 nor other= 
iſe ; they could never be bound by any others then themſelves, ſave only by the Laws of the mo/# high Gad. 

A King of England ceaſerh to act by the Englich Kingly Authority; or as a King of England, it he yield up 
mlſelf or his Subjects ro be bound or ſubjected to any other Laws, Canons or Furiſdiftions, then ſuch as 
c made or freely received by the mutual agreement of the King and the repreſentative Body of the Realm 
1 Parliament. | * 

'Tis declared in the Sr. 16 R.2. 5. thatthe Crownof England had been (o free at all times, that it hath been 
2 SubjeCtion to no Realm, and that the {ame ought not1n any thing touching the regallity ro be ſubmitted 
>the Bichop of Rome , nor the LawsandS:atutes of the Realm to be by him fruſtrated or defeated at his Will 
d the perpetual deſtruction of the Kings Soveraignty , Crown and Regality, and of all the Realm, The 
ommons then prayed the King , and him required by way of Juſtice to cxaminallthe States of the Realm 
ow they would ſtand to defend the mo ot the Crown and the Realm againſt the Pope, andit was there-. 
pon ordained , that all that ſhould purlue or bring any Be{s or Inſtruments from Rome againſt the Kings 
egality or his Realm, ſhould be pur out of the Kings Protection, andincurr a premunire, which asthe Law thea 


as made it lawful for any man tokill chem. | | 
| Likewiſe the Scat. of 24 H.8.12.and 25 H.$.2r. Tay , that the Realm hath been , and is free from Subs 
ion to mans Laws, but only to fuch as have been deviſed and'made within the ſame for its own welfar or 
their free Liberty received by their conſent ro them. ef; | 
The King and Parliament necr tour hundred yeares fiace were (o reſolute to defend the Rights and Freedoms 
the Crown and the Realm agaalt the Impoſition of the Popes Canons and the Juriſdictions and powers 
ich he attempted to exerciſe, that notwithitanding they were Paps/ts, yer they by the Star. of 48. Ed. 3. 
E Rot.. Parliament. num.38. declared the Poperobethe common Enemy to the King and the Realm, 
d ſo he ſtands now declared, and to thelike purpoſe is the Role Parliament t7 Ed. }. num. 59. Thotheſe 
atures are not printed, their forccis the {ame to make them to tall intoche Condition of Enemics to the King- 
» that correſpond with hm or his Nuntzo. | | 
It never was in the Power of. any King of England to yeeld up or ſubmirtthe Rights of the Crown and the 
calm, andits Laws, powers or 7uriſdittions of any ſortagainſt the Will of theRealm in Parliament, ſoitwas 
ntefled 500 years fince K. H.6. m his Letter to Pope Paſchal , Notum habeat ſanftitus weſtr a qnod me wvivente 
xiliante Deo ,| dignitates & uſusregnt noſtri Anglie non imminuentur , & i ego (quod abjit ) in tanta me dejetfti- 
e ponerems Maz7nates mei & totus Anglie populus nullo mods pateretur, Bei known (aid he) to your holineſs, that 
hilſt I live ( by Gods aſſi/tance )the »Authorutes and uſages of the Kingdom of England hall never be d:minished , 
if I wonld ſo debaſe my ſelf ( which God forbid) my I obles and the whole People of England wontd by no 
eanes [uffer it. | | | 
King * indeed unworthly ſurrendered the (rown and regallicies to Pope [nnocent third; and his Succeſs 
rs, and the Prieſt fallcly put ioto that Charter that it was by the conſent of his Council of Barrons, he 
bmittedto holdthe Kingdom of the Pope, and that by yearly renc again; but when Pope Gregory the tenth ia 
third of Ed. 1. ſent for that pretended Rent, that Noble Prince julty an{werd, | 
at he was bound by his Oath ia his Coronation, to preſerve the Rites of the King- SecRol.Clar.3.Ed.num .g.Shed 
m untouched , and that he could donothing that concerned the Crown without . | 
e advice of the people in Parliament , which arethere called proceres. _ See Cooks Laſt. fo.13. 
In the 40 Edward the Third, the Pope demanded theſame Rents, andthe King propoledit in Parliament, 
tthey declared, that neither King John norany other King had any power to put himiclt or the Realm and 
ople into ſubjeRion to the Pope without their conſent in Parliament, and that it 1t were dane by King 
hn, it was done coatrary tohis Oath in his Coronation , and if the Popeattempted any thiog thereupon agaiaic 
King or his Subjects ,they would reſiſt him to their urmoſt power,  _ ; 
The {ame King Edward the third hadonly negligently ſuffered the Popes power to be too much uſed in the 
fingdom , contrary to the Statute of Carli/e 3 5 Ed. p as appears by the Parliament Roll 17. Ed. 3. num. 5 y, 
Ai: 
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and the Commons in Parliament complained that the Treaſure of the Realm was tranſported to Rome, 
andtheSecrets of the Realm diſcovered by the Forraign Prieſts ſent hither , and they required of the King 
ſome Mercy for that they neither could nor would any longer bear thoſe ſtrong oppreſſions, or elfe that he 
would help them toexpel out of this Realm the Popes power by force, and thereupon were cnaCted againſt ma. 
ny of the Popes powers in this Realm thoſe ſevere penal laws, of. 25 Ed.2.27 Ed. 3.1.38 Ed., Sta.2.ch, 1. 


all which our A:ng hath now declared ſhall never hereafter be putin Execution. 


Toat YVi#erious Prince E£d.3.thoa Papiſt, yer pretended to no Regal prerogative of ſuſpend mg the laws 
made by the Ksngs and Parliaments againit the Pope, he Confeſleth in that Starute, of 35 Ed. 1. againſt the 
Popes power , thar it held its force being not annulled by Parliament, and therefore he was bound by his 
4 )ach roſcethe ſamekeptas alaw of the Realm tho thatby ſufterance and negligence it had bcen attempted 


to the Contrary. 


If che Effe&ts of the Romich 7ariſditions in the Realm were looked upon as they are related inthart 3$ 
E4. 2.1. It would be manifeſt thac the King that would = the Kingdom into ſuch a ſtate, Lays a- 


{ide thereby kis Kimgly Office and dignzty whillt he purſues theſe intentions ; thar ſtatute ſaith, thatby th 


powersexerciſed by the Pope and Court of Rome, and the Dependants thereof, the good antient Laws, 
Cuſtomes and Franchiſes ot the Realm were greatly Emo , blemiſhed, and contounded ; the Crown 

away , the Inhabitants and Subjetts of the Realm 
- impoverished and troubled , and thegreat men. and Commons in Bodysand Goods damnified; ſurely there 
can be nodoubt whether the King hath any Royal Prerogative to enable him either to ſtop the Execcu- 
tion of theſe Penal Laws that prevent the Kingdom from falling back into ſuch a forlorn Eftate , or rol 


abared, the Treaſure and Riches of the Xea/m carric 


atrempt by pretence of Liberty of (onſcrence tor the Romich Prieſts and Emiſſaries, and their Practices t 


enable rhem to work all the miſchief raey can againſt rhoſe that would fave the Kingdom from ſucly 


Milſeries. 


Your Highneſſes may be abſolutely certain, that the King a&snot by vertue of the Erglich Regal Office® 
or Preregatives, in his authorizing Treaſons to bedayly commirred againſt the Realm by rhe Stature of 1 3; 
Eliz. 2. they that give or receive any Abſolution or Reconciliation ro Rome by the Popes Authority, or) 
any of his Priefts which the King licenieth and authorizeth ro be done continually , thoſe are declarcd 
high Traytors to the King and the Realm, and no doubt Treaſons declaredby a Starute againſt the Realm 
are common nuſances ot the higheſt Nature and miſchief ; *us the trult of the Regal Office to prevent 
and puniſh them, and *ris directly Contrary to the Kingly Office toaſſume power to #tthorize or licence ſuch 


Crimes. 


Tis Unqueſtionable that no King of England ever had powerto grant Offices to perſons diſabled to bear 


them by poſitive and direct adts of Parliament made for that very purpoſe, and declared to be torthe peopl 


ſecurity; nevertheleſs the King hath pur molt of the Offices of the Kingdomin the hands of thole tharare 


diſabled. 
Itsas certain it never was in the power of our Kings to diſpoſſeſs at their Wills any of the ſubje&s of tho 
intereſts and profits which they had for their lives; nor to Commiſſion any to judge his Subjects finally i 


matters criminal or civil by their diſcretion without any regard to the Laws, Cuſtoms and priviledgesof th 
Realm. : 


Theſe and many other powersexerted by the King, which we might name toyour H(s.are not the attingso 
anExglish legal Monarch; but an aſſumed Deſpotical power over the perſons, the Libertysand Intereſts ot the 


Subjects, as it healone hadar leaſt the property paramanne inall their perſons and their Intereſts, which inal 
ch Obs belongs only to the Lawfrwul Legiſlators; and as if the people of England were tenants 0 
his meer will ro what they have anc had no right nor Intereſt intheir Laws, («toms or F ranchs/es,noran 
7«ſtice rodemand the benefit of them. p 


Nothing can compleat his Majeſtys renuntiation of the Truſts and Obligation ofthe Engliſh Regal Ofs 
fice ſave only that he aflumes (as henow dothaCtually) ro take from the Citys and Boroughs intirely all theit 


(*/tomes and Privileages and free Eletton of their Magiſtrates, confirmed tothem expreſlely by the grea 
Charter, and many otherLaws; and that he deprives all the reſt of the people of their Liberty rochul 

ſuch perſons as they pleaſe according to the ſtatures ro Conſent tor them ro the Laws thar ſhall bind the 
their Eſtates and lives,as he hath declarcd he will, and intends and 1s every day doing,and then thc antient right 
fuland Free Englich Government will be manifeſtly and intirely diſſolved, and Englihmen thall have no Lec 
gall rightro their Eſtates, their Avesand Children, or their Lives. 
There willbe then no legal Englich Monarchy in England, truſted by the Laws with high Royal prerog 
*ives tor the joynt ſafery and benehit of the King and the ſubjects, acknowledging themſelves to be bound bj 
an oath to maintain the Cxſtones Lawrand Franchiſe: of the Realm ; and to take Continualicarefor the F xe 
cation of the Laws impartially; for that purpoſe Every man hal: then have equal and eternal right to c 
very thing as this King willand his Popich forses ſhall diſpoſe of it, and [o long only as he ſhall pleatc rocon 
tinue inthe ſame mind with the ſame force. 
Tis with bleeding hearts that in this manifeſt extream oppreſit2n and danger we beg your Highneſſes ay! 

to defend the rights of the Crown and the Realm. 

. There can be no queſtionot your Hs. rzghe to detend the ſame, the Legal Monarchy and Government b 


ourantient Cuſtoms, Laws and Franchiſes, to ſave the antient Penal Laws againſt the Popes UVſurpations, and th 
latter Laws tor the Reformationof our Religion trom Popery, and to preſerve the ipecial Cuſtoms, an 
Priviledges of the Ctrys and Borowghs , as well as the General cuſtoms of the Kingdom, our Cuftoms-a 

Laws only have veſted in your Hs. the next right ExpeC&tant of the Eng/irh Crown, (and it no Prince $hall b 
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(27) 
born, Rege etiam remitente ,] tho the King $hall do all thats poſſible for him to hinder you; 

If you iufter them to be deitroyed, or to be diſuſed and deemed to be of no force but as the King ſhall 
pleaſe by his Zudges and Cowrts, and by ailthat he ſhall poſleſsof the Power of the Kingdom, Your High- 
neſſes clayme and rights Expettant of the Crowne isin like manner deſtroyed, and ſer afide z”andthe whole arbi- 
trary Magiltracy ſerving his will andall his Popsch forces, forraignersand Natives, will be Ingagedin Intereſt and 
misguided Conſcience to oppole Your Highnefles claim ; by the Laws and Cultoms of England there will be 
indeed in the ſtate to whichthe King hath brought the Kingdom no legal Mag:/trates nor Government in 
being'and uſe unto whieh her Royal Highneſs can immediately {ucceed according to the Cuſtomsand Laws af 
England ; the Kingdom mult bea Contuſed multitude, andrhe ſtrongeſt may ſubdue the reſt to their will. 

As Your Highneſles have a right to {ave the government by reaſon of your great Interelt in it, ſo all the 
People have an unqueltionable right to ſeek Your Highneſles aid therein, and tis one of their Principal 
dutys ofthe Chriſtian Religion , and will be one of the belt outward Expreſſions of their love to Ged and 
7eſws Chriſt to aftiſt your His. in all your righteous ways, detending their Jukt C:vil Government, being inſtitured 
by God for preſerving Jultice amongſt humane focietys, | 

The People that love their neighbours, and Countrys,as Chriſtian Religion Commands, ought not 
carcleſly nor irreligioufly to ſuffer their Civil Government, their Laws, and all their rights and Intereſt th 
their Countrey hold by them for themſelves and poſterities to be deſtroyed by apy tans will, ſuperſtitionorY 
ambition. | | 

He that wasat firft a legal Supream «e Magiſtrate, and ought to have been obeyed it he would have fo 
Continued, tho he had done many injuſtices to particular Perſons, he may caſt off the quality and ufe of the 
powers of 4 /egal ſupream Magiſtrate, and uſe and exerciſe power deſtruftive to all the legal Truſts and 
Oſfice; and then hedevelts himtelt of that Office and Traſt of 4 lawful Magiſtracy uato which the Laws of 
God and the Kingdom require obcdience. 

The ancient Kings of England, acknowledged the Peoples right to ſave their Free Government if any of 
the Kings themſelves would bavediſhonorably parted with the rights of the Crown and the Realm, we men- 
tion the Letter of H. 1. to the Pope, and that great Prince E4, 1. on the like occaſion of power claymed by 
the Pope, not only writ to the Pope tothe fame Effect as H, 1. did, but by his conſent Letters were written to 
Pope Boniface by the Lords and Commons in Parliament, wherein they told che Pope , that they were bound 
by oath to the obſervation and detence of their Liberty, Cuſtoms and ancient Laws , and would manitain 
them with all their Pawer and force, and that they neither did nor ever would, could or ought ro ſufe 
fer the King tho he would, todo,or any ways attempt what the Pope deſired Contrary to their Cuſtoms ſince 
it would be to the deſtruction of the Right of the Crown of England and the Kingly dignity, and the ſubs 
verſion ofthe Statutes ofthe Kingdom , and prejudice of their ancient Ziberries, Cubems and Laws. 

Sincethen your H/5. havean undoubted right to interpole between the King and us in your 
own and the Kingdoms behalt, to fave our ancient legal Goyernment, and in ſpecial our Laws 
for the reformation of our (hriftian Religion, we humbly offer , that beſides the tormerde= cg, indicuts 
mands about the ſuppoſed Prince your Hſs. will pleaſe todemandand infilt immovable. 2. fol. 98. 

Thar the ancient free Government of England by its own Cuſtoms and Laws only made, or approved in 
Parliament be immediately reſtored in all the parts of it through the Kingdom, that is, that the rights of the 
Crowne and freedom of the Realm be forthwith' vindicated trom all the ſubmiſſions publickly made to the 
Pope by the King that now is, to the diſhonor and abaſement of the Englich Crown, and realm, and from 
all the claymes made by the Romuh Chwrch of any Powers and Juriſdictions whatſoever over the Chrifti- 
ans, or Chyrchin England. : 

Thar all the Laws now in force again(t the admiſſion of the Cannons, and Juriſdiftion of Rome, Cons 
trary to our Cuitoms and Laws, avd againſt the maintainers of them be forthwith declared to be put in due 
Execution. ,. and all fjuſpenlions of them, or diſpenſations with them withour rhe” Aurhoriy ot Paritanmenm, 
be declared nul and void. 

Thatthe Ancient Cuſtoms, Liberties and Priviledgestor the City of London, and the whole form and Courſe 
of its Government, be forthwith reſtored, the Cuitomsthereot being part ot the Common Law of England, 
and its Liberties be Ectablithed by thegreat Charter, and many Atts of Parliament , that the Cuſtoms, free 
Eleflion of their Magi/trates, and all the Priviledges ot all the Cities and Boroughs of England confirmed by 
the greater Charter, and other Laws be duely reſtored. 

That legal Officers both Civil and Millitary, be ſetledin all the Places of Magiſtracy, and allthe Com< 
mands throughoutthe Kingdom, | 

That all Commiſtions whatſoever be forthwith revoked, and declared null and Void whereby are granted 
any powers of Diſcretion over the Perſons, or Intereſt of the ſubjects Contrary to the Laws and Cuſtoms 
of England, Eſpecially the Commitlion tor Ecle/iaſtical affairs, withits Monſtrous , non obſtante to all our, 
Laws. 

That the freedom of Eleftions, which is the foundation of the Government, be duely vindicated,and all. 
t11;e molt unworthy preingagements revoked, and renounced to Elcand Voteas the King would have them. 

That the Kingdom may he reſtored as ſoon as poſkble to a capacity of holding 4 legal Parliament , in 
ſvch form and Manner as the Laws require, by whoſe help the Ciyil Ggvernmeat may be reeſtablished, 
and force and arbitrary powerstherein utterly abolished. | 

We crave your Highneſs Pardon, that we further humbly offer to yewr Hrighneſes, that time and 
accident always made Changesin the uſefulneſs of Laws, and that it hath ſo happened in our Penal Laws 
maictor Unitormity in the proteſſion of taith, andin the ourward Worskip of God; tour of our ſucceding 
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(28) 
Parliaments perceivedthe abuſe of theſe Laws, and the miſchief thereby to Conſcious Chriſtians , and De-- 
clared their intention of relieving themitf the King would have permitted them, yet they endeavoured toltop 
the execution of them, and defired a ſettlement of liberty of Corffcienceas is due to Chriſtians. 

- Intheſe regards and the Subverfiqn of the whole Governmear ſince made neceſſity and charity may have 
thetorce of Laws to inforcethe ſtay ofthe Execation of ſome of thoſeLaws for conformity until thute Matters 
may be ſerledin Parliament. 

We therefore humbly pray yowr Highneſſes to procure as a caſe of Neceſſity that none be diſturbed 
until 4 legal Parliament hall Low reſolved the caſe for the profeſſion of their faith in Matrers-meerely {u- 
pernatural, orthe outward expreſſion ot their Worship ſo as both terminate only in God, and neither wrong 
nor hart any man on Earth in Body, Goods, and good name, but their own ſouls only if they be miſtaken 
therein, 

Wenow moſt himbly ftubmit our ſelves and all herein contained to your Highneſſes Wiſdom, Candor and Cha- 
*ity, and ſhallpray the juſt and great Godto fill your noble Souls with perfett love and Wiſdom, and all the 
moſt reſplendent vertues that are fit to Shine in the higheſt Thrones and power that ever theSun beheld. 


' $s. The ChareQter we have had of your Worth, makes us confident of your Faithfulneſ5to deliver the incloſed 
rthwith to His Highoſs. the Prince of Orange, or in his abſence to her Royal His. the Princeſs; we could nor 

truſt ir by the Poſt, and therefore haveſent it by an Expreſs, which may perhaps make it longer in coming ; the 

Mefſengers only order is todeliyerit to one of your Servants, and we confidein your integrity , and remain 


Fo Monſieur, Monſieur Benting, SIR, Tour moſt humble Servants, 
at the Hagre. whom you may hereafter know. 


